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Baha'is in Baghdad (A Historical Study)
msc. Abbas Kadhem Abbas

Center of Arab Scientific Heritage Revival / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The Baha'is are a group that belongs to the Baha'iya, the
Baha'iya according to the encyclopedia of Religion Sciences is a
modern religious sect appeared in existence in the middle of the
ninetieth century. The number of their believers is around six
million people of different parts of the world. its main center lies
in Haifa city in Palestine.

The Baha'iya, according to the Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Religious Groups, is a movement that its seeds were laid by Ali
Mohammed Al-Shirazi who is well-known by Al-Bab in 1844,
and then it developed at the hand of Hussein Ali Al-Nouri who is
well-known by Bahau Allah which became the name of this
group,

Keywords: Baha'is, religion, Baghdad.
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Conclusion:

The idea of the emergence of the promised savior, or the
savior, or the expected absent one, is a global idea shared by
many civilizations, and ancient beliefs and religions were not
devoid of it, with differences in details and origins. However,
they agree on the inevitability of his appearance at a time when
people need him, and whoever examines the details of religions
finds that the size of the mental belief and psychological
readiness for the appearance of the Savior takes its place in the
minds of his adherents, and this is evident in tracing the history
of the renewal movements that have always emanated from
religious groups of different stripes.
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Despite the participation of many beliefs and religions in
the doctrine of waiting for a savior, it seems more evident and
linked to the social circles that embrace Shiite thought, and it is
one of the fundamental beliefs on which its intellectual system is
based. Those circles, and this applies to the Baha'i faith in its
beginnings. It can be said that the Baha’i faith, in principle, was
based primarily on the idea of waiting for the Mahdi, taking
advantage of the renewal movement brought by the Sheikhia and
the ideas that promoted it, which resulted in the emergence of
Babism, in the form of a religious group in the process of
separating from the religious group from which it emanated, to
crystallize its ideas rapidly, to end as an independent religious
group, after announcing the cessation of following Islamic
teachings at the Badasht conference, which led to its collision
with its social environment, the Babism would have withered and
ended up in the pages of history after the execution of its
founder, the Bab, had it not been for the emergence of the
Baha’ism on its ruins and forming an extension of it, as the
Baha'i found in the Babis a popular base qualified to receive its
ideas, just as it found in the Babi beliefs the fertile ground on
which to build its adoptions and crystallize its own ideas, and
then it also goes through transformations and developments to
eventually move from the group that follows the stage of spiritual
leadership represented by one man, to the stage of spiritual
leadership represented by a body elected by the members of the
community themselves.
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