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The semantic and expressive cognitive structures in the names of
goods: a descriptive linguistic study

Assist prof.Dr. Karim Ubaid Alawi
College of Education for Girls, University of Baghdad.

Abstract:
The research studies the semantic generation structures of

commodity names in the Baghdad dialect of Arabic, specifically
those names that reflect popular taste. Through descriptive field
studies of the social use of these words, the research aims to seek
linguistic justification for naming mechanisms in order to classify
names into semantic generation structures that is form cognitive
and evaluative foundations. The research also emphasizes the
importance of social linguistic studies in linguistic change and its
relationship to social culture, and linguistic interest in semantic
generation. The first section of the research focuses on the
cognitive semantic generation structure responsible for
generating words due to sensory similarity between commodities
and other mental images. The second section studies the
expressive semantic generation structure responsible for
generating commodity names due to the evaluative tendency that
reflects general social taste.

Key words: semantic generation, social linguistics, commodity
names.
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Conclusion
Based on the previous description and analysis of the names of goods in
Baghdadi colloquial language, we can conclude the following important
results:
Firstly, the use of figurative language was an important means of
generating popular semantic connotations in Baghdadi colloquial language
for the names of goods, as well as the use of metaphor with its various
relationships such as adjacency, causality, and effect. Secondly, Baghdadi
colloquial language retains many cognitive linguistic roots, and through the
concept of "the response of the colloquial to the formal," its derivation and
interpretation can be found in classical Arabic. The latter has also adopted
this approach in many of its words and names. Thirdly, the marginal
connotation of many political figures has formed an expressive and
evaluative connotation that has contributed to the generation of many names
for mobile phones and cars on the tongues of young people. Fourthly, some
socially forbidden words are used to name sweets, types of fruits, and cars.
This naming is often not only to identify their references, but also to satisfy
the spirit of humour and sarcasm, which minimizes their socially forbidden
impact if used in a context of ridicule. Finally, some imported goods have
multiple names in their Arab manufacturing origin, achieving a linguistic
synonymy. However, when borrowing these names into Baghdadi colloquial
language, it preferred the cognitive or expressive alternative that fits with its
naming style for goods, and discarded the rest.
Sixthly: The words of the human and animal body represent the most
important central structures that generate the names of goods to accompany
the body's perceptions and meet the clarity in naming. This is a general hint
that pervades human languages in general. There are cars called (duck,
ladybug, mouse, dolphin, fox, and rabbit).
Seventhly: Popular words generated around sophisticated brand names or
foreign brand names prevail among the youth category, especially in mobile
phone, car, motorcycle, and clothing words due to their sense of humor and
rebellious spirit against societal norms, including linguistic customs,
alongside the growth of consumerist tendencies and purchasing habits
among them, distinct from other age groups.
Eighthly: Women represent a prominent category in generating the words of
goods after the category of youth to grow their shopping tendency in
balance with men, especially in the field of clothing. Cognitive labels are
09
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attended through whimsical metaphors of human and animal body words to
express different fashion and design. One of the most generated fields in
their use is the field of color because of their different taste in color from
that of men.

Ninthly: Popular labeling achieves a desperate need that helps in
remembering the names of foreign goods with long syllables accompanied
by numbers, categories, and athletic ranks to express advanced models that
may be difficult to memorize, pronounce, and display. Therefore, the
generated words become the easy-to-remember local alternative.

Tenthly: Labeling represented a credibility for the stylistic meaning that
reveals the class belonging of its users. The official brand names of goods
are widespread among socially advanced classes, while those colloquialisms
are widespread in a wide circle of society, indicating the growing popular
use for economic and cultural reasons.
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