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The situation of Muslims during the Ming Dynasty,
ahistorical study
teacher.Dr.leqaa Shaker Khatar
Center of Revival of Arabian Science Heritage/university of Baghdad
Abstract :

This research deals with the location of China, the entry of Islam
into its country, the conditions of Muslims during the reign of the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD), and their tolerant policy towards
them, as Islam continued to spread on a large scale, and their
residential areas were formed with the mosque as its center, and
Muslims began to travel from large to medium or small cities as
well as to rural areas, such as some Islamic ones across the
northern part of the Grand Beijing Canal today, some areas
surrounding Beijing, and others of Ningxia, the north eastern
region of China, Guizhou, and Tibet, in addition to some areas of
Yunnan... all of these areas were empty from Muslims before the
Ming Dynasty.

This resulted in major changes in the lives of Muslims in China
in all fields as political, economic, social and cultural levels, and
this is what we will discuss through the research.

Keywords: Ming dynasty, Islam, Muslims of chinese .
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Conclusion:

It is clear from the above the role that the Ming royal family played
in the spread of Islam in China. This family was keen to maintain
friendly relations between the two sides, so as Arab sciences and
Islamic culture flourished during the reign. This can be attributed to a
number of reasons, the most important of which are:

First: Islam arrived in China from the time of Caliph Uthman bin
Affan,through Arab Muslim merchants, and this led to settlement,
marriage, and mingling with the Chinese people. The people of China
were influenced by the customs and traditions of Arab Muslim
merchants in terms of morals, so they received them well and opened
the country to them. Muslim centers began to appear in several places
in China

Second: China’skeenness to open horizons of knowledge and
investigate human customs in neighboring countries made it open its
borders to Arab trade, and on the basis of that, the first meeting point
between Muslim Arabs and the population of China was formed, and
trade was one of the factors in the spread of Islam and Arab culture
in China
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Third: Arab Muslim merchantsconstitute one of the mostprominent
manifestations of economic activity. They are ambassadors of the
Arab Islamic civilization among peoples and nations. They played a
role in the world’scivilization and its openness to each other, because
they were the manifestation that carried with it all the religious and
cultural elements

Fourth — Many Muslims settled in Chinese ports, especially Canton,
and established Islamic communities and mixed with the people of the
country and became close to them and invited them to Islam with
wisdom and good preaching, which was the reason for many Chinese
people to embrace the Islamic religion

Fifth - The morals, generosity, and kind treatment of Muslims helped
attract the people of the country to them and try to learn about Islam
Sixth: Muslims have established many mosques and schools in China
to teach the people of the country the teachings of the Islamic religion
Seventh - Muslims spread throughout the country and Chinese
provinces and worked to spread Islam and its civilization

Eighth - Muslims and Arabs gained the trust of the men of the empire
in China, and they were assigned important positions in the army,
administration, and in governing the states.

Ninth - During the Ming Dynasty, Muslims focused on consolidating
the roots of Islam in China by building religious mosques in the most
provinces, while being careful not to provoke members of other
nationalities.

Tenth - The policy followed by the Ming royal family towards
Muslims, as the kings of this family were keen to respect the Muslim
nationalities in China and follow the policy of religious freedom in the
practice of rituals and beliefs.

This caused an increase in the number of mosques and increase in the

number of Muslims in China.
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