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American structural linguistics in Iragi universities: an epistemological perspective
Assistant teacher. Shahad Muhammad Mahmoud Ahmed
College of Islamic Sciences/university of Baghdad

Asst.prof.dr. Ahmed Khaled Mahmoud
College of Islamic Sciences/university of Baghdad

Abstract :

Through a social sight , American structural linguistics evolved in
the United States, although this school of thought did not last for very
long in the field of Western linguistic studies. Because it left out
semantics and meaning from the linguistic studies framework, it could
not survive the concepts of other linguistic currents. Following the rise
of Chomsky, who established the ideological tenets of a new linguistic
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school, notably Transformational and Generative Grammar, it started
to wane in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

Therefore, the research discusses the emergence of this school, the
stages it went through, its early origins, its appearance phase, and the
final American structural phase. It also presents Bloomfield's opinion
along with the opinions of Iraqi researchers regarding the duality of
stimulus and response in the structuralist approach.

Key words: American structural linguistics, Leonard Bloomfield, its
history, development.
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Conclusion :
The study ends with a set of results:
1- Bloomfield relied on the behavioral or psychological approach in his study
of language.
2- The distributive characteristic is dominant in American structuralism.
Because it works to distribute the major structure - sentences and structures
- into smaller components, elements, and parts. That is, the distributive
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approach studies the language in a bottom-up manner. Because it begins
with the largest and ends with the smallest.

3- the difference between the behavioral school and the cosmetic school is that
the latter emphasized the importance of the effective role of meaning in the
knowledge of the systems governing linguistic behavior, and its importance
for missionary purposes, while the former-behavioral-underestimated the
importance of meaning, and this school was known as the school of
templates, or the school of the framework, because performance and
efficiency are what frame the linguistic study.

4- Bloomfield believes that language is a natural human behavior like any
other human behavior, such as sleeping and eating. Language is generated
by acquired speech habits, determined by stimuli external to the mind and
perception, and governed and regulated by conditional laws.

5- Bloomfield relied on the approach of the analytical mechanism, which is
either analysis through the analysis itself, or analysis through the other
elements surrounding this element, that is: analysis by
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