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The role of Jomo Kenyatta in The International African Service
Bureau (1937-1945)

Assistant Teacher Yahia Saad Abdullateaf Yasin
Iragi university / government contracts division

Prof.Dr. Muwafaq Hadi Salim

Faculty of education for Humanities / University of Diyala
Abstract :

During World War Il and after its end, many African
organizations or Negroes of African descent became active.
These organizations demanded political and social rights for
Negroes all over the world. Despite the apartheid policies that
were applied in both the United States and South Africa, Negroes
were able to be active in Britain and worked to hold
organizations and conferences to demand their rights. In view of
the leadership role needed by this type of political activity, many
national figures of various political and ideological orientations
who worked to obtain more privileges were joined.

All of which helped Jomo Kenyatta to take a leadership role
within the International African Service Bureau and occupy the
position of Vice President of the Bureau. Kenyatta worked
through the International African Service Bureau to call on the
British colonial authorities to repeal some laws that oppress the
local population.

Key word : National movement <British colonialism <History of
Africa.
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Conclusion :

British intelligence met the movements of members of the
International African Service Bureau with suspicion and worked to subject
them to close monitoring so that the colonial authorities would learn their
intentions and the goals they were working to achieve. The Africans were
unable to benefit from World War Il to put pressure on the British
government, and despite their forced involvement in the British army, they
bet on The promises that were made to them during the war to obtain some
political rights after the war, and Britain ignored the promises that it made to
the colonies affiliated with them despite the hopes that the inhabitants of
those colonies attached to the Atlantic Treaty, and what it contained
regarding the right of peoples to self-determination, and Britain ignored the
Manchester Conference that was held in the year 1945 intentionally, in
addition to the fact that the British and European newspapers ignored the
conference, which they mentioned only in the form of a brief and passing
title. Consequently, the International African Service Bureau did not achieve
the desired goals of its formation, but it was able to lay the foundation for
unifying the African struggle against European colonialism of Africa in
general and the British in particular.
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