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Book Description of the territories of the Arabian Peninsula by Karsten
Niebuhr
Dr. instructor.Shaima Majid Al-haboubi
Center for women's Studies / University of Baghdad
Abstract :
The research dealt with a study of the book Description of the
Territories of the Arabian Peninsula by the Danish author Carsten Niebuhr.
Studying the contents of this book is of great importance, as it is an
important source that provided us with valuable information related to the
Arabian Peninsula, as it is a closed region for which no information was
available before Niebuhr’s journey, especially since he reached places that
no foot had set foot before him, in addition to obtaining Inscriptions that
contributed to enriching our later information about Yemen.
In addition to the foreign version of the book, I found a German version
and a French version. The researcher obtained two translations of the book
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published by the Arab Publishing House in Beirut, the first in 2007 AD, and
the second translation in 2013 AD, which prompted the researcher, as a
result of the differences in the content of the translation, to study the book
systematically.

The research was divided into three sections. The first section dealt with
an overview of the life of the author of the book (Description of the
Territories of the Arabian Peninsula), Carsten Niebuhr. The second section
included a brief historical presentation of the book’s material. The third
section included a systematic study of the books translated from the book
Description of the Territories of the Arabian Peninsula. Arabic, where he
dealt with paragraphs that included the introduction to the translated books,
the body of the books, and the footnotes, and then concluded the subject of
the study with conclusions leading to the list of contents.

Keywords: Karsten Niebuhr, regions of the Arabian Peninsula, Yemen,
ports
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Conclusions:
It appears, by browsing through Niebuhr’s book, A Description of the
Territories of the Arabian Peninsula, that it was not written down in a
scientific, historical manner. Rather, it appears to the browser to be a
memoir and a narration of a journey undertaken by a number of adventurers,
or more precisely, a daily memoir, even if it included some geographical
information and previous or recent historical events. It coincided with his
presence in the region.

He relied sometimes on inscriptions and oral narrations that people told him
to obtain his information.

He relied on a narrative style devoid of analysis in recording his
information.

It is not possible to criticize and cast doubt on the information contained in
Niebuhr’s book or the inscriptions that he was able to obtain, because the
study he presented was considered, by consensus among scholars, to contain
authentic information that enriched researchers with its content and opened
the door to new explorations of the region, especially after he was able to
reach previously unknown areas.

It appears, by browsing the two translations, that the translation of the year
(2013 AD) is closer to the academic scientific aspect than the first
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translation, in terms of methodology, as the narrative style was adopted
alongside the descriptive analytical, while the first translation relied on
narration only.
One of the drawbacks of the two translations of the book is that they lack
the inscriptions and texts that Niebuhr was able to obtain and which were
included in his book, in addition to the apparent scarcity of maps
accompanying the cities, except for what is rare.
The big difference in the sections of the book in the two translations, which
creates a kind of confusion for the reader and prompts him to return to the
original version.
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