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Samarra, icon of cultural and urban heritage

Afnan Abbas Hadi
Faculty of Engineering / University of Baghdad
Assist prof.Dr. Sajida Kazim Al-Kindi
Faculty of Engineering / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The concept of cultural heritage was defined by the Council of Europe as
"a set of resources and customs inherited from the past that people identify
independently of subjectivity, as a reflection and expression of their ever-
evolving values, beliefs, knowledge and traditions, and encompassing all
aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between people
and places over time". As for urban heritage, it is a system of tangible and
intangible heritage, and a multidisciplinary platform that includes urban
dimensions and dimensions related to land uses that interact directly with
communities and citizens, where cultural and urban heritage has today been
recognized as resources for sustainable urban development. In this paper,
the city of Samarra will be addressed as an icon that carries both cultural
and urban heritage. Therefore, the research diagnosed its research problem
in a cognitive deficiency on "the role of the cultural and urban heritage of
the city of Samarra in its distinction and uniqueness.” The research aims to
show the value, dimensions and indicators of cultural and urban heritage in
enhancing the attractiveness of the city and neighboring areas and
stimulating investment, tourism, trade and economy. His premise was that
"enhancing the cultural and urban role (in cities) depends on the most
prominent dimensions and indicators of symbolism and iconography that
have a positive impact on enhancing the attractiveness of cities and
stimulating tourism and cultural investment alike." The research finds that
the promotion, protection and preservation of local and global cultural and
urban heritage plays a vital role in achieving most of the desired goals, and
an enabler of social cohesion and as a driver of justice and economic
development, as well as improving the quality of life, livability, resilience
and urban sustainability of both old and new areas.

Keywords: Cultural heritage - Urban heritage - The city of Samarra -
Symbolic or Iconic.
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Conclusion:
The cultural, civilizational and urban heritage is the inheritance of the
nation, just as the heritage is distributed as it is the sum of historical, cultural
and spiritual experiences inherited from our ancestors from generation to
generation.
As far as the urban heritage of Arab (Islamic) cities is concerned, we find
that the spiritual (sacred) aspect represents the basis on which its plan was
built, as the values and beliefs of society are instilled.
It can be said that the urban heritage is the only product associated with the
place, creating a preferential advantage for it that cannot be emulated or
imitated elsewhere (symbolic - iconic).
Heritage influences are generally divided into two types, soft influences
affect (city brand narratives, sources of creativity and innovation to
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stimulate the development of the city), and other quantitative (solid) effects
affect (investment returns, tourism promotion, job creation).

The twisted minaret has a visual composition that carries symbolic and
historical meanings, and despite the difference in shape from the pattern of
the forms of minarets and the multiplicity of their visual image, but the
symbolic meaning of it addresses the historical memory directly, calling the
meanings that explain its shape.

Some smart urban administrations of cities have highlighted their distinction
and uniqueness through urban and cultural heritage, becoming a milestone
to attract tourists and enhance their economic aspect.

The research found that the most prominent indicators and dimensions of
the cultural and urban heritage were (the functional and historical
dimension, as well as the symbolism of those cities, as well as
expressiveness, presence, regional and local ether) and many other
dimensions that have a role in promoting and stimulating tourism
investment.

The promotion, protection and preservation of the cultural and urban
heritage of the city of Samarra plays a vital role in achieving most of the
desired goals, and an enabler of social cohesion and an engine of justice and
economic development.

Symbolism or iconography and its signs make cities a space where the eye
finds a large part of the fantasies and tensions of the human mind.

An observer in a city does not need to mention a detailed description of it
that he visited, but may only mention its name, one of its symbols, a sign, a
building, an event or a landmark in the context of his speech.

Every nation or city yearns to express itself with its cultural and
civilizational heritage and history during the difficult times it is going
through, so the status and value of these cities is highlighted here as if it
were an embodiment and symbol of the will of time.

Recommendations:

Relying on the dimensions and indicators of cultural and urban heritage
policies, which were mentioned and investigated during the practical study,
as the importance of these indicators extracted from exposure to the city of
Samarra and the city of Makkah Al-Mukarramah was of a positive impact
and character in stimulating tourism investment based on the iconography of
those cities and their symbolism since ancient times and that their lack of
availability generates a negative situation locally and regionally, and also
requires seeking to make other indicators have a positive impact in
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cooperation between members of society, the government and municipal
agencies responsible for managing the region urbanely.
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