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The origins of contemporary intellectual renewal
Prof. Dr. Anas Essam Ismail
Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Allah Almighty sent His noble messenger (Peace be Upon Him) with this
religion, that is based in its legislation on Quranic texts and noble Prophetic
speeches (hadiths). Anything beyond that is interpretations of these texts,
and over time these interpretations have turned into sacred ones. Many
scholars believe that they are fixed and unchangeable, while the sanctity and
stability belong to the Quranic texts and correct Prophetic speeches
(hadiths). Anything else is subject to change or modification, according to
the criteria of the Quran and authentic Sunnah.

Today, Muslims are experiencing a comprehensive awakening, infused with
a new spirit, heralding a religious revival after a prolonged lethargy. This
awakening has been triggered by an awareness of their status in relation to
the rest of the world, their present situation compared to their past, and their
reality in the context of their religious principles. They are simultaneously
hesitant to open the door to reinterpretation and renewal in religion, fearing
that opportunists may try to change the fundamentals of religion under the
pretext of renewal.
Hence, the idea of this research emerged to establish principles for
contemporary intellectual renewal, incorporating some legal guidelines for
intellectual renewal. The research will discuss the importance and
comprehensiveness of intellectual renewal, the obstacles facing reformers,
and attempt to reconcile the process of intellectual renewal with the
preservation of the immutable aspects of religion from erosion.
Keywords: origins, renewal, thought, contemporary.
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Conclusion:

After this brief tour of the principles of the contemporary
intellectual renewal, there is still much ahead of us. These are just
opinions and suggestions that we put forward like others, to contribute
something to the renewal of thought. Many have preceded us, and
others will follow us. Each of us contributes what we can to serve this
religion with the qualifications we possess. | have outlined five
principles that | believe are essential in renewing Islamic thought.
Undoubtedly, these principles branch out into numerous ramifications.
We are in an era of rapid change in means and methods. We must
keep pace with cultural and urban development, and there is no
solution for us except to promote freedom of religious thought.

Some deviant thinkers may take advantage of the opportunity,
spreading doctrines that have nothing to do with Islam. However, this
nation will not unite on a particular misguidance. Previous scholars
exerted great effort, but people trusted only a few of them and
neglected the rest. Muslims' concern for their religion always drives
them to scrutinize and authenticate the tools they rely on, while the
fixed principles in the Quran and Sunnah remain the criterion.

Our final invocation is that all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all

worlds.
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