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Aspects of military fortifications in Islamic cities in the Abbasid era
Assistant instructor. leqaa amer ashoor

Arab Scientific Legacy Revival Center / Baghdad University
Abstract :

Our Islamic urban heritage abounds with many castles and forts,
some of which are still standing tall to this day, telling us the story of their
construction, rise and fall, and what they were exposed to over time.
Keywords: fortification, military, Islamic cities, the Abbasid era
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Conclusion:
1-The Abbasid era reflected a remarkable development in the

manifestations of fortification in the construction of many castles and forts,
as well as the extent of the development of defense methods. A supportive
architecture for it and to increase its fortification and durability, such as
towers, turrets, and falls.

2- The Muslims developed castles and fortresses, so they were no longer
limited to barracks to accommodate the soldiers, and stores for weapons and
food. And the judicial and military, including the House of Literature, the
House of Justice, and the House of Emirate, and they cared about water and
wells or tanks for storing water or siege khat.
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3- The provisions of fortification and its durability had an impact on
achieving the political, economic and social stability of those cities, which
added to them prestige, prestige and awe among their visitors.
4-Despite all the positives achieved by the fortification of cities and the
benefits on the city, but on the other hand, it had a negative impact in terms
of planning the city, as it limited the area of the city and narrowed its streets
and houses, which made the expansion outside the borders of its walls.
5-The fortification differed from one place to another according to the
location of the city, as well as the building materials differed from one city
to another. Stones were used, especially in mountainous cities, and bricks or
raw clay in cities of the plains and coasts. The fortification differs between
cities, as the frontiers need to be fortified higher than the inner cities, due to
their location facing the enemies, and they constitute the first defensive line
for the borders of the Islamic State.
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