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The Book (History of the Muslims of Sicily) by Makele Amari
(d. 1307 AH/1889 AD)
- A study in methodology -
Assist. Prof. Dr. Manal Hassan Akla Addai
Ministry of Education / General Directorate of Education
Baghdad Al-Karkh Il / Institute of Fine Arts for boys
Abstract:

Sicily is an island in southern Italy that was ruled by Muslim
Arabs for a long period of time. Arab sources sometimes dealt
with this period briefly and sometimes at length, but Michele
Amari devoted three volumes in which he talked about Arab rule
in Sicily during a period when he witnessed many urban
monuments himself, so we studied this book and evaluated it.
From a methodological standpoint, especially since the Arab rule
left positive effects during its rule of Sicily, as it transformed it
from a politically divided society with an exhausted social entity,
into a prosperous society in many aspects, intellectually,
politically, and socially. Thus, that emirate turned into a strong
emirate to which many people from different backgrounds
flocked. around the world .

One of the most important problems we faced was the lack of
information and translated sources about Sicily. This required us
to research and translate many Italian studies, and we relied in
our research on the deductive, inductive and historical research
method.

As a result, the Arab Muslim rulers of Sicily expanded in
terms of geographical area due to the many conquests they
achieved in many European countries. Which to this day still
maintains its Arab character, despite the passage of hundreds of
years since the end of Arab rule there.

Keywords: Sicily muslims , methodology study, Italy
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Conclusion:

1-

the book (History of the Muslims of Sicily) by Michele Amari is of great
importance as it revealed to us many historical, social, economic,
political, cultural and other events, as it recorded all the historical events
about the situation of Sicily before the Arab Islamic rule in the first
volume, and about the Arab Islamic rule of Sicily and the most important
achievements made by the Arab Muslims in all fields in the second
volume, and about the period of the Taifa era and the Norman control of
Sicily and their rule over it in the third volume, and thus it is an
important reference for researchers who study the history of Sicily.
Despite the importance of the book (History of the Muslims of Sicily),
Amari, its author, is first and last an Italian orientalist, who is inclined
towards his country, and sometimes looks at the Arabs as occupiers. He
mentions: Among the superficial fluctuations in Sicily, there were four
conquests that greatly changed the country, namely... the Islamic
conquests and , Therefore, we found that some of the historical sources he
mentioned were based on ancient Arab or Italian sources, while the other
historical information he mentioned was based only on his personal
opinion. He calls on us to verify the information he mentioned in his
books, as this study shows us the necessity of not taking everything
Amari mentioned as a historical fact, especially if it is related to the Arab
Islamic rule there, if he denounces it or undermines its many
achievements. Therefore, we must review what the orientalists mention
about the history of the Arabs in Sicily with more precision and
deliberation.

The book (History of Muslims in Sicily) in which Amari shed light on
many historical events, including the biography of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), who talked about his life before and after the
mission, and the most important miracles and events that the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) faced or achieved in his life from the prophetic
mission, and then he talked about the Rightly Guided Caliphate after that,
despite the political and geographical distance of the Arabian Peninsula
from Sicily. This important topic is one of many historical topics and
events that Amari mentioned in his book, which calls for researchers in
the field of history to research and investigate this topic, to which he
devoted an entire chapter, or other events, to show the strengths and
weaknesses, truth and slander in what he mentioned in his book .

Calling for interest in the history of Arab and Islamic Sicily and interest
in the most important orientalist studies that talked about that period, and
shedding more light on it, since most studies shed light on the history of
Arabs in Spain. Compared to the history of Arabs in Sicily.
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5- Amari was like other researchers, although he was an orientalist, and
although he mentioned some events based on his personal opinion, his
book shed light on an important period of Islamic history and civilization
during which he spent a lot of effort and money, especially since he
revealed through his book many inscriptions, manuscripts and Arabic
writings dating back to the period of Arab Islamic rule in Sicily.
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47-Cott, Siculo-Arabic Ivories and Islamic Painting(1100-1300),Edited (**)
by David Knipp,prirceton,1939,p.4-5.
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