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Anxiety between sufficiency and deprivation in pre-Islamic poetry
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Prof. Dr. Ikhlas Muhammad Idan
College of Arts// Department of Arabic Language/ University of Baghdad

Abstract :

Environmental conditions controlled the social aspects of human life,
and its effects appeared in their patterns of living, their behaviors, and even
in their moral composition, their places of residence, and the style of their
homes. Man is driven by his instinct and inclination to investigate means
and methods that protect him from the evil of natural dangers, and help him
assert his existence in his investigation. This is also related to The
environment represents a group of external factors affecting its growth and
activity from the beginning of its formation until the end of its life.

In its linguistic meaning, deprivation is the source of the verb ((forbidden)),
and Al-Khalil bin Ahmad Al-Farahidi ((d. 175 AH)) in Mu’jam Al-Ayn
says that “the deprived: the one who is deprived of good deprivation, and
the Almighty’s saying is read: ((And it was forbidden to a city)), meaning It
is absolutely obligatory for them not to return to this world after they
perished.

Therefore, the Arab environment with resources pushed the tribes into
constant bloody conflict among themselves to secure their urgent needs for
living. The tribes found that there was no other way to achieve this except
through force and competition. The large human population was an
important condition for superiority in the pre-Islamic environment, and for
this reason the tribes paid special attention to this aspect. This interest was
reflected in the poets who expressed this beloved idea firmly established in
their minds. The poet excelled in depicting this bloody conflict between the
tribes until this poetry became a document that shows the days of the Arabs,
their secrets, and what the poets’ hearts thought in such situations.

Poverty and deprivation were among the main factors that affected pre-
Islamic poetry, as the pre-Islamic people lived in difficult social and
economic conditions, which made the nature of their poetry greatly affected
by these conditions. In the pre-Islamic era, poetry reflected the state of the
society in which the poet lived, when corruption and injustice prevailed.
This is reflected in the poetry of the pre-Islamic poet and it becomes more
mysterious and dark. In addition, poverty and deprivation affect the style
and poetic thought. It may lead to changing and reshaping the poet’s values
and orientations and making him appear in a different appearance from the
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difficult circumstances in which he lives. The effect of poverty and
deprivation can be seen on People's lives at that time. The poet presented
terrifying images of the condition of the poor tribesmen who were suffering
from disease and hunger. They were also suffering from social instability
and insecurity, which made them live in a state of ignorance and
backwardness.

Keywords: environment and its conditions, deprivation ,poverty
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Conclusion:

Among the most important results we reached are:

1.it is note that poverty and deprivation were among the main factors that

affected pre-Islamic poetry. The pre-Islamic people lived in difficult social

and economic conditions, which made the nature of their poetry greatly

affected by these conditions.

2.In the pre-Islamic era, poetry reflected the state of the society in which the

poet lived. When corruption and injustice prevailed, this was reflected in the

poetry of the pre-Islamic poet and it became more mysterious and dark.

3.Poverty and deprivation affect poetic style and thought. It may lead to

changing and reshaping the poet’s values and orientations and making him
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appear different from the difficult circumstances in which he lives. The

effect of poverty and deprivation on people’s lives at that

time can be seen, as the poet presented terrifying images. The situation of
the poor tribesmen who suffer from disease and hunger, and they also suffer

from social instability and insecurity.

4.Their expression of some moral and human needs that bind people and
their relationships with each other, as well as working to satisfy spiritual and

moral desires that are closely related to emotions, feelings and feelings.
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