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The problem of masculinity and femininity in Arabic

Assist,prof.Dr.. Moayad Abdul-Jabbar Khudair
College of Agricultural Engineering Sciences / University of Baghdad

Abstract :

Perhaps masculinity and femininity in our Arabic language are
among the linguistic issues that have occupied the attention of researchers,
ancient and modern. Many books, works, and research have been written on
this subject, but there is still something in it that must be revealed, clarified,
and established, as the ancients did not classify the feminine and masculine
into real, metaphorical, auditory, analogical, and so on. The masculine and
feminine are equal in it, except because of the irregularity of this article in
the linguistic use of the ancient Arabs.  From here, the problem of the
masculine and feminine emerged in Arabic and not in other languages.
Perhaps the reason for this is due to the vitality, development, and continuity
of that language over many eras. It is as if our language has passed through
successive stages in the use of this linguistic material, | mean the masculine
and the feminine, starting with  the lack of distinction between the
feminine and the masculine, as if gender was not completely clear to them.

In this research, we will present what indicates to us the existence of this
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stage, except that the language passed through a next stage that required a
distinction between these two types in order to avoid the characteristic of
confusion and ambiguity in addressing the feminine and masculine. In the
following pages, we will discuss in some detail, not boring, most of what is
raised in this issue.
Keywords: problematic, reminder and feminization, Arabic 3
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Conclusion :

The title of research shed light on (The Problem of Masculinity and
Feminization in Arabic), and its theoretical and applied sections, | have tried
to shed light on one of the most prominent issues that has occupied many
researchers in the linguistic field, which is the issue of masculinity and
feminization in Arabic, and the problems it raises, and | think | have
achieved There are many results that there is no benefit in repeating them in
this context, as they are scattered in their places in the research, but below
are a number of the most important of these results:

Arab linguists, according to one of its experts, Abu Bakr al-Anbari,
considered the chapter on feminization and masculinity to be one of its most
important chapters, and that knowing it is part of complete knowledge of
grammar. Whoever mixes the two in speech and uses a feminine masculine,
or masculine feminine, is like one who raises the accusative, or lowers the
nominative, and the defect is inevitable. for him.

The research answered many questions, including: Why did the Arabs
masculine what is due to feminization and feminize what is due to
masculinity? This applies to many of what is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an
and the eloquent speech of the Arabs, whether poetry or prose.

In light of this research, I tried to adopt the idea of the non-bias of the
Arabic language, by instilling the values of complete equality in rights and
duties between men and women in the souls of its speakers. The language is
only a natural reflection of society’s reality, nature, and thinking.
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In the applied field, I found the Arabs’ complete care in separating between
the masculine and feminine; This is to preserve the linguistic
communication process between the interlocutors. As for what is mentioned
in the Arabic language and what appears to be a lack of conformity between
the masculine and the feminine, such as addressing the masculine with the
feminine or vice versa; Linguists have interpreted it as an interpretation or
reasoning, or as a consequence of the meaning, or that it is permissible for
masculinity or femininity, or it may be for rhetorical reasons such as
expansion of the meaning, for example.
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