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Girls ' education in Iraq is a historical study
Assist.prof. Dr. Saba Hussain
Center for women's Studies / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Whoever wants progress, civilization, must search for them in education,
and whoever wants to search for morals, virtues, good manners, and the
search for consolidating national unity must also search for them in
education.

Educating girls is one of their human rights, and one of the priorities for
improving the reality of society, because educated women are an effective
and influential force in society through their position of rejecting extremist
ideas and curricula, not joining work, and rejecting early marriage, and are
able at the same time to practice work and compete in the markets, and from
this logic. The research problem came to shed light on the reality of girls’
education during the period 1921-1945. Did the political and economic
events witnessed in the Iragi area have an impact on education and its
means? The extent of the impact of these events on the educational process,
and the most important ways and treatments to improve the reality of
education.
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conclusion:

it can be said that interest in women’s education was narrow and
limited until the first decades of the twentieth century, and calls for
women’s liberation and education had a great impact on people’s
cooperation in resolving this dilemma, because the tolerance that initially
stopped at the borders of the primary stage and then extended over time To
secondary school and then university. However, society's acceptance of this
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new development did not come easily and in one leap, but rather passed
through many stages.

When World War | broke out in 1914 and the British entered lIraq, the
country was devoid of, or almost devoid of, girls’ schools. The reason for
this was because the English did not need to employ females in government
departments, on the one hand, and the nature of society that refused to send
their daughters to schools.

But these reasons did not stand in the way of demanding women's rights to
education until the British occupation authorities were forced to establish a
number of girls' schools. A complete primary school was established in
Mosul, another in Diwaniyah, and a third in Baghdad. During the years of
national rule, education made great strides. The reason for the demand for
education is the need for female teachers, so the government decided to send
some female students to study at the American University of Beirut or to
Egyptian universities. In addition to a great social and intellectual revolution
in women’s education and education. Iraqi women were also able to stand
up to the conservative movements that stood in the way of their education,
an education that led them to stand on an equal footing with men and
assume their natural place in society.
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