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Codification of genealogies during the reign of the Umayyad
Caliph Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan
Dr.instructor. Hamid Obaid Jassim

college of humanity education / University of Anbar

Abstract:

When studying Islamic history in general and the history of the Levant in
particular, we must stand at the most important topics that played an
important role in the recording of history, including the recording of
genealogies in order to know the genealogies of people and their role in the
events that took place in Islamic history, because they have a vivid image
and a realistic embodiment of the ideals and high principles that the Islamic
message came with, especially the Umayyad interest in preserving Arab
genealogies, especially after the Islamic conquests and the entry of non-
Arabs into Islam.

Therefore, this study included the development of genealogy in the
Umayyad era because of its great importance, so we turned to an academic
study as it is considered the beginning of genealogy codification and the
emergence of the school of the Levant and the desire of Caliph Muawiya to
make the school of the Levant completely separate from the school of the
city after the transfer of political power to the capital, Damascus.

This study linked genealogy to other sciences, including the science of
hadith, the biography of the Prophet and historical codification because
these sciences arose in one period, the study began with the codification of
genealogy in the Levant during the reign of Caliph Muawiya, who ordered
to record this from the strongest people, so this codification was initially
characterised by spontaneity, scientific curiosity and religious and social
benefit, but then it took several directions separate from each other due to
religious, political and social needs, and the information was at different
levels of accuracy and comprehensiveness according to the narrators and
their ideas of social, political, doctrinal and ideological whims and whims.
The study included the most important genealogists during the reign of
Caliph Muawiya, the most prominent of whom were Daghfal al-Sudusi al-
Dhahli, al-Bakri al-Nasrani, Lasan al-Hamra, Abu Kalab, and Qaa bin al-
Ashqar al-Tamimi and we showed their role in recording genealogies.

The study is organised into an introduction, three axes and a conclusion.
In the first axis, the study focuses on genealogy in language and
terminology, as well as the relationship between genealogy and hadith. The
second axis included the importance of genealogy among the Arabs and
their tribes and the relationship between genealogy, hadith and biography.
The third axis included the reasons why Caliph Muawiya wrote down the
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genealogy in Damascus and in the conclusion we came up with some
recommendations, especially the importance of genealogy in the Umayyad
period in the Levant, then the list of sources and references.

Keywords : Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan, genealogy, codification
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Conclusion :

As a result of the above study, it can be said that genealogy is an
important study, especially in knowing the social life and showing its great
role in historical recording, and the results we reached in our research
entitled (genealogical recording during the reign of Muawiya bin Abu
Sufyan.

1. Genealogy is one of the useful sciences, which is what was between fathers
and sons and is also called longitudinal and transverse genealogy is what
was between brothers and between brothers and cousins .

2. Caliph Muawiya's interest in genealogy and genealogy and writing it down
in Damascus

3. Caliph Muawiya used the most important genealogists of the time who
wrote down the genealogies of the Arabs and the names of the tribes, so the
interest in the genealogy was clear.

4. Caliph Muawiya wrote down the genealogies, which was an additional
incentive to emphasise this social aspect It is considered one of the first
beginnings in the Umayyad era, especially the one that encouraged the
process of genealogical codification.

5. The emergence of several distinguished genealogists who were interested in
this aspect, which is the nucleus through which it led to the process of
recording and codifying genealogies with the information that has earned it
the character of the correlation between the genealogical tree of the tribe and
its past and its social heritage, which is the comparative between
genealogies and historical narratives that are more credible and closer to the
relative truth.

6. Genealogical studies have provided great importance to the science of
history in all its multiple and branched aspects.
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