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Time in the novel Shadows of a Body... Banks of Desire
An analytical study
Dr.instructor. Muataz Qasim Ibrahim
Diyala Education Directorate
Abstract:

The research deals with the structure of time and the way it is formed, the
temporal overlap, breaking the order in narrating events, and trying to write
the novel according to multiple time frames (present-past-future) or (past-
present) outside and inside the novel, and its departure from the usual
narrative pattern, and the special dealing with time, so the temporal
arrangement came according to the writer's vision, which is related to the
nature of events that refer to the past through flashback, in addition to the
diversification in his use of acceleration techniques (summary and deletion)
and slowing down (scene and descriptive pause), which added to the
narrative structure of each of its sections an overlapping diversification that
comes within the nature of the events.
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Conclusion:

After completing the study of the novel (Shadows of a body.. The banks of
desire) and to identify the element of time in them as an important element
in the formation of the event, the framework that surrounds the other
narrative elements, the study concluded the following results::

1) the novel refers to the retrieval from the first time the novelist sits in front
of the computer to recount the events that happened to him, as well as the
large number of retrievals that were contained in the sections of the novel,
because most of the stories that were told within the novel, were via
retrieval.

2) there were many anticipations(internal and external) in the novel, but not
as many as the retrospectives, which helped to open the door to future
events in terms of internal anticipations, and the nature of the novel's
structure contributed to the creation of external anticipations .

3) there is a slowness in narrating events, as a result of the many dialogue
scenes and descriptive pauses, so the novel came in(232 pages), to narrate a
period of(a year), but it is represented in a few months, because the writer
omitted long periods represented by months, weeks and days.

4) try to balance between slowing down and speeding up, with each scene or
descriptive pause, the two acceleration techniques(deletion and conclusion)
come, breaking into the structure, creating a kind of balance and
homogeneity between acceleration and deceleration.

5) the sections of the novel are not equal in the number of pages (narrative
quantity), so sections of them exceed (14) pages, while there are sections
whose number of pages does not exceed(5) pages.

6) the use of the descriptive pause was not an end in itself, but a technique
that contributes to the formation of the event, so it came among the
functions that the writer sought to form the event.

7) the time in the novel has not come at a single pace, there are sections
where the time of the story is greater than the time of the tale( if you use the
techniques of the dialogue scene and the descriptive pause), and there are
sections where the time of the tale is greater than the time of the story( if
you use the techniques of summary and deletion), and on the other hand, the
writer tries to balance between speeding up and slowing down within one
section itself.
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