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Place-making procedures in urban planning and design for heritage
city centers
The researcher . Mohamed Hadi nafel
Center for urban and regional planning for graduate studies
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Center for urban and regional planning for graduate studies
University of Baghdad /
Abstract:
Placemaking is a fundamental aspect of urban studies,

highlighting the importance of public spaces. It aims to improve the
quality and social value of public areas, underscoring their
multifaceted significance. This study focuses on understanding the
planning and design involved in placemaking for city centers
characterized by their heritage and historical legacy, serving the
interests of urban life and enhancing its quality. The research
problem lies in the conflation of urban design and planning
concepts, which has led to difficulties in distinguishing between
them. This has resulted in challenges in developing a
comprehensive plan that includes both large-scale planning and the
smaller-scale urban design.

The research includes a description of key concepts related to
placemaking and urban public spaces, as well as the procedures
associated with placemaking in public urban areas. The study posits
that placemaking is the product of both planning and design

concepts for developing public urban spaces, without relying solely
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on one aspect. By describing the concepts of urban planning and
design, the study aims to apply them to placemaking strategies
according to UN-Habitat and PPS standards. The study extracts
criteria related to both planning and design processes in
placemaking, distinguishing between them and identifying these
procedures through various case studies in different cities. It then
applies these criteria to determine the extent to which planning and
design procedures are implemented in placemaking in public urban
spaces.

The significance of the research lies in highlighting the role of
placemaking as a vital process in urban planning and design to
improve the quality of open public spaces. Additionally, it seeks to
identify specific criteria that can be used to evaluate and enhance
placemaking in public urban areas. The study concludes with
recommendations for developing management plans for these
spaces in a manner that aligns with their nature, supports social
interaction, and ensures long-term sustainability, while also
reflecting the unique characteristics of each city through its design
aspects.

Keywords: Place making, Public urban space, Planning actions,
Design actions.
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Conclusion:
1-develop management plans that take into account the nature of each place,
supported by a design that reflects the specificity of the city and supports
social interaction and sustainability.
2-using temporary experiences as part of the learning process to design local
policies better and avoid obstacles with the least losses and the fastest time
for implementation.
3-it is necessary to direct the mentality and behavior of residents and
investors responsibly towards their urban place through participation in
opinions and moral support.
4-conducting field visits to urban public places to find out the most
important needs, while encouraging the participation of more stakeholders
besides the technical team.
5-to protect heritage buildings, the relevant authorities must take effective
steps to protect heritage buildings from deterioration and demolition. This
can be achieved by classifying them as heritage sites and ensuring their
regular maintenance and restoration.
6-cultural awareness of the importance of urban and historical heritage
should be promoted through awareness campaigns and educational
programs in schools and universities. Sightseeing and guided tours can be
organized to highlight the rich history of the city.
7-strict policies and laws should be established to protect the urban and
historical heritage. The effective application of these laws ensures the
preservation of heritage sites from encroachments and unauthorized
changes.
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