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Mental sciences in Marw during the sixth century AH
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Abstract

In the city of Merv during the fifth century AH, some
Marwazian scholars appeared who had interests directed towards
rational sciences. It is worth noting that through research among
the biographies, sources and various works, we were only helped
by a small number of them. It can be said, and it is clear and
obvious to any reader, that the interest in the important religious
sciences that are prominent on the intellectual stage of the city of
Merv is not comparable to the interest in the important religious
sciences that are prominent on the intellectual stage of the city of
Merv, especially the sciences of Hadith and jurisprudence, as
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they are considered the most widespread sciences that have
gained popularity and interest from its scholars, and have given a
large share of research, writing, classification and teaching, thus
greatly exceeding the trend towards rational sciences.

It seems that there are many factors that have combined to take
the hand of rational sciences towards not balancing with other
sciences, which is what one researcher " pointed out, including
interest in the political and social situation, and the support that
religious scholars received and their strength, and the strong
fanaticism of jurists, scholars, princes, sultans and those with
influence for their beliefs and doctrines.

And thus we can say, from the above, that despite this
undesirable view of rational sciences by some, this does not
mean that they were lost or that their owners did not receive
attention and respect. Rather, we find in the city of Merv, during
the period of our research, a few who were famous for them, and
classified their own writings, and they had their own students,
and no reference was made to the places where they received
their education, and it seems to me that they were in places of
their own or in the homes of their scholars.

Keywords: Mental Science, Maru, Astronomy, Medicine, Math,
Tricks
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Conclusion

The city of Merv has become one of the solid intellectual centers for the
radiation of Islamic values and principles, like other cultural centers in the
Islamic world, especially in the scientific aspect.

the great interest in scholars and their achievements was a reason for the
intellectual and scientific movement in Marv to dedicate some of their
writings to the sultans of their time. Ismail al-Jurjani, the physician (d. 504
AH/1110 AD), wrote his book “Dhakhirat Khwarazmshah” in the name of
Qutb al-Din Muhammad ibn Anushtakin Khwarazmshah, and the book “Al-
Aghrad” was written at the request of Majd al-Din Abu Muhammad, the
companion of Muhammad al-Bukhari, the minister of Atsiz Khwarazmshah.
Al-Khazini (d. 550 AH/1155 AD) also wrote his book “Al-Zij al-Sanjari” in
the name of Sultan Sanjar the Seljuk. Abu Bakr al-Khargi al-Marwazi (d.
553 AH/1158 AD) wrote his book “Al-Tabsira fi al-Hay’ah” for Abu Ali ibn
Nasir al-Din al-Wazir.

The research revealed the breadth of the various scientific institutions that
clearly played their educational role, and were distinguished by their
extensive activity that helped in intellectual recovery and mental activity,
contributing to the dissemination of knowledge, such as mosques, schools,
ribats, and khangahs, which collectively contributed to strengthening and
developing the cultural role of the city of Merv. In addition to that, the
intellectual life witnessed many colors and various activities from scientific
councils that can be said to have paved the way for the emergence of an elite
of famous scholars in various fields of science, through councils of
dictation, preaching, reminders, and debates, whether from Marwaz scholars
or those who presented them to hold such councils and contribute to the
dissemination of knowledge and science.

The rational and applied sciences in the city of Merv were directed towards
them by a group of prominent scholars in that period, such as theology,
philosophy, and applied sciences such as astronomy, arithmetic, and the
science of tricks (mechanics), medicine, and pharmacy, through our
presentation of the wonderful elite and clear references to their records in
their various specializations. The Marawizah scholars had the highest status
in the field of correct scientific thinking, as the scientific level reached its
peak of development during the time of Al-Khargi, Al-Khazini, Al-Jurjani,
and other scholars who are admired by scholars of every age and time.
Many Western scholars praised their writings, especially in the field of
astronomy, mechanics, and medicine, and their horizons expanded greatly,
as their abilities in classification, research, and writing were at a high degree
of maturity and development. Astronomy has developed remarkably thanks
to the efforts of its specialists from Marawazah, as we notice through their
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previously known experiments and observations that it has become a science
that depends on observation and accuracy in research, results and scientific
standards based on observations and various astronomical calculations on
pure and applied mathematics after it was an inductive science. We find this
in the scales that Al-Khazini was known for, known as “Zij Al-Sanjari or
Al-Mu’tabar Al-Sanjari” and for Al-Khayyam “Zij Malik Shah” and for Al-
Khazini the book “Mizan Al-Hikmah” and his famous scale with five pans.
So the progress of astronomy was due to the observatories they built, the
devices and machines they invented, and the tables and tables they made. In
doing so, they were generations ahead of their time with their information,
facts, theories and effects, and they left exciting scientific facts that were
praised by people of knowledge and learning. They benefited greatly from
borrowing from the Greek, Persian and Indian heritage, and they digested
other civilizations, especially in the field of astronomy, as we saw with Al-
Khargi and Al-Khazini. They digested what was in them, then began to
draw from them and add to them, and their innovations in this field were
evident. It became evidence of the extent to which science had progressed
with Al-Marawizah in particular and Muslim scholars in general.
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