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Names of cold and its characteristics in heritage
A comparative study on the climate of Iraq

Prof.Dr. Salar Ali Khidhe

Center of the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage /university of Baghdad
Abstract:

The Arab heritage greatly expanded on the names of cold (low
temperatures) and its characteristics, as details were mentioned in the
characteristics of cold, which we do not find in contemporary climatic
sources. Where It refer to cold in terms of its severity, the weather
phenomena accompanying it, the benefits of cold, its causes, and its effect
on humans and plants. The heritage mentioned cold with wind, rain and
wetness, clouds, disease, hunger, high prices, and plants. In ancient times,
the Arabs also predicted cold through the stars. The appearance of certain
stars would indicate the beginning or end of cold. This is regarding the
theoretical aspect. As for the practical aspect of the research, we tried to
verify the cold days (Bard Al-Ajoz-cold days of old women) mentioned by
the Arabs and apply them to Irag. It has been shown that the majority of
days during which the (Bard Al-Ajoz) begins in Iraq during the period (11-
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20) of the month of March, and that the duration of the (Bard Al-Ajoz)
reaches (3) days in Mosul (40.9%), and in Baghdad (4) days (40%). And
Basra (3) days (61.1%). It also became clear that the coldness of the (Bard
Al-Ajoz) days was not very low compared to the few days before and after.
And the wind accompanies the (Bard Al-Ajoz).

Keywords: Bard Al-Ajoz, Iraq’s climate, low temperatures, of February and
March.
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Conclusion:
Arab heritage is rich with accurate information about cold (low
temperatures), in terms of its severity, the associated weather phenomena,
the benefits of cold, its causes, and its effects on humans and plants. They
mention cold with wind, cold with rain and wetness, cold with clouds, cold
with disease, cold with hunger and high prices, and cold with plants.
Arabs predicted cold weather by looking to the stars. The appearance of
certain stars signaled the beginning or end of a cold spell. Arabs also gave
extremely cold days names such as "al-Mubarganiyah" (forty cold days)
and "cold al-Ajouz" (The Old Woman’s cold).
By analyzing temperature data from weather stations in Mosul, Baghdad,
and Basra to reveal the characteristics of the "cold al-Ajouz", the following
became clear: The "cold al-Ajouz" days mostly appeared in March, and a
few of them began in February.
The results showed that the "cold al-Ajouz" cold occurs most frequently in
the second ten days of March (the middle of the month), specifically during
the period from March 11 to March 20 of each year.
5. Regarding the duration of the "cold al-Ajouz", it was (3) days in Mosul at
a rate of (40.9%), (4) days in Baghdad station at a rate of (40%), and (3)
days in Basra at a rate of (61.1%).
The coldness of the "cold al-Ajouz™ is not very low compared to the few
days before and after it.
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Mosul weather station recorded two cases of the appearance of the Mu’allal
Day, where the Mu’allal Day appeared on the fourth day when temperatures
rose.

Most of the days of the "cold al-Ajouz" at Baghdad weather Station

recorded high wind speeds, which is consistent with what heritage

references have indicated about the winds accompanying the "cold al-
Ajouz".
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