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The Art of Gilding in Manuscripts and their Restoration

Prof. Dr. Zainab Kamel Karim

Center of the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Gilding as an artistic creativity and a distinctive and essential field in
the cognitive models of Islamic arts, it goes beyond being a craft or craft, as
its aesthetic suggests that it is a distinctive art of Islamic arts such as
calligraphy, photography, decoration, the art of binding and others.

Hence the proliferation of studies on this art to establish its beginnings,
stages of development, colors and its influence on the various environments
in which it flourished, so gilding was according to different styles, including
Umayyad, Abbasid, Persian, Egyptian, Andalusian and Ottoman gilding,
and each style represents a school in this art.

V9

|
o U aAY)
ek

g



— T -~

Gl die o ghall o g gall ol sall alell a5l
YY) Y/E-F e sl
— e

Our research is limited to the study of gilding in manuscripts, many of
which represent rare pieces because they contain very creative aesthetics,
especially the Qur'anic Qur'anic Qur'ans

Since gilding is an important part of these pieces of manuscripts, they
were certainly subjected to damage like the manuscript, and those interested
must take care of them in order to preserve this art and these precious pieces
and it was necessary to shed light on these efforts in restoring gilding and
presenting successful attempts in this field of restoration.

The research contains some pictures and models in the field of gilding
restoration.

Keywords: Islamic Arts, Gilding, Gilding Restoration
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Conclusion:

The art of gilding is an essential part of the Islamic arts, combining
aesthetics with religious and cultural value. Gilding has contributed to the
importance and appreciation of Islamic manuscripts through the ages.
Studying the history and development of gilding is essential to
understanding multiple aspects of Islamic culture and the decorative arts.

Gilding techniques and tools are the essence of this magnificent Islamic
art, developed and refined over the ages to suit the demands of beauty and
precision in manuscripts. Tools and materials were used with great care to
ensure that the desired aesthetic results were achieved. Gilding is a highly
skilled art, and its continuity depends on the inheritance and preservation of
these techniques

Gilding is an integral part of Islamic manuscripts, contributing to the
aesthetics of these manuscripts and increasing their artistic and cultural
value. Through the various examples we have reviewed, it is clear that the
art of gilding was not just a means of decoration, but an expression of
respect and appreciation for texts, reflecting the Islamic culture's interest in
art and beauty in every aspect of its life..
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