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Building planning in Mesopotamian civilization

Assist. instructor. Milad Muhammad Yassin
Center of for the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage/ University of Baghdad
Abstract:

This research sheds light on an important aspect of architecture, which is
the planning of buildings in the different eras of Mesopotamian civilization.
This planning indicates prior awareness in determining the function of each
building, especially temples and palaces, which is the focus of our topic.
The ancient Iraqi temples were distinguished by their unique architectural
planning. Such as the oval temple, the temple of Nabu-Shakhari in Babylon,
and the temple of the god Assyria, as well as palaces such as the palace of
the city of Kish, the palace of Naram-Sin in Tel Brak, and the palace of
King Anasar-pal 11, which, if they indicate anything, indicate the genius of
the ancient Mesopotamian architect, and the extent of development they
reached in The field of planning, architecture and construction.
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Conclusions

. The kings in Mesopotamia were interested in building temples that were
considered a place for the goddess and to sanctify her and offer sacrifices to
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her. Therefore, their interest in building these temples was for religious,
economic and economic purposes, as the temple owned agricultural lands
whose crops went to the temple.

It became clear to us that the oval temple in the era of the dawn of the
Sumerian dynasties was distinguished by the accuracy of its unique
architectural planning, because the layout of the external temple took a
coordinated oval shape.

It also became clear to us that the Temple of Nabu-Shakhari in Babylon is
the most important of the temples in Babylon, due to the integration of its
planning and the accuracy of its architecture, as well as the Temple of the
god Ashur.

As for the palaces in the civilization of Mesopotamia, it became clear to us
that the ancient Sumerian architect excelled in planning and building these
palaces, including the palace of the city of Kish, as the layout of the palace
indicates that it represented a fortified headquarters.

The architectural styles of the Akkadian era were highly capable of interior
planning and geometric distribution of rooms and courtyards, as in the
palace of King Naram-Sin in Tell Brak, as the architecture of this era
represents the unification between the power of authority and aesthetic
values.

. The Assyrian kings relied in planning their palaces in general on the
traditional style of ancient houses in the civilization of Mesopotamia, which
is a courtyard and an open platform around which the palace rooms are
gathered in the form of an iwan, as in the palace of King Ashurnasirpal I1.
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