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Investigation of the eighth section of the manuscript of al-Farghani's
Expertise of the Jurists
Prof. Riyadh Saeed Latif
Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract :

In fact, the main idea of the manuscript is that it deals with a sub-science
of the broad science of Islamic jurisprudence, namely the science of
jurisprudential riddles, and this manuscript in its title and subject matter
attracts men of jurisprudential knowledge because of its ambiguity that
invites thinking, and a mystery that storms the mind in order to test
jurisprudential intelligence, an endeavor for many students of jurisprudential
knowledge. The eighth section of the manuscript contains 38 issues, starting
from issue (192) and ending with issue (230), as explained in the following
research.
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Conclusion
The issues raised in this study represent a distinctive intellectual activity
that is credited to the authors, translators and copyists. Addressing topics
such as defects in purchased items, the buyer's right to return a female slave,
and the concept of deposit, reflects the depth of the jurisprudential and
historical understanding of various aspects of transactions. These issues are
not just legal texts, but rather an expression of a rich jurisprudential culture
that embodies the interaction of Islamic thought with social and economic
challenges. However, one of the fundamental problems facing these issues is
that they are unique, which makes the process of matching between texts
almost impossible. This situation requires caution and accuracy in dealing
with the texts. Working on this manuscript requires double effort, as
researchers and investigators must be fully aware of various aspects of
Islamic jurisprudence to ensure accurate transmission and understanding.
Moreover, the copyist's weak knowledge of Islamic jurisprudence and
grammar presents another challenge. This weakness is evident in linguistic
and grammatical errors, such as the feminization of masculine pronouns and
the masculinization of feminine pronouns, in addition to errors resulting
from repetition of words and lines. Although these errors may seem
annoying, we must bear in mind that most copyists worked quickly to earn a
living, which led to these unintended errors. Despite all these difficulties
and challenges, the complex and strange issues contained in the manuscript
attract the reader’s attention and curiosity. Engaging with these issues opens
up new horizons for research and critical thinking, prompting the reader to
explore more details and seek answers related to complex issues in Islamic
jurisprudence.
This manuscript is not just a historical document, but rather a call for
continued research in Islamic jurisprudence. Researchers and those
interested should continue to study and analyze these issues, not only to
understand the historical context, but also to apply jurisprudential principles
in daily life. Understanding these issues helps to enhance legal and
jurisprudential awareness among individuals and societies.
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It is also important to emphasize the importance of accuracy in the process
of copying and verification. The careful verification of texts contributes to
preserving the Islamic jurisprudential heritage and enhances the credibility
of academic studies. Working to correct errors and improve the quality of
copies will help in transmitting knowledge correctly and accurately to future
generations. Ultimately, these issues remain open for discussion and
reflection. Islamic jurisprudence is not just a set of rules, but a dynamic
system that interacts with reality and evolves with time. Therefore, studying
these issues represents an important step towards a deeper understanding of
Islamic jurisprudence and its applications in contemporary life. In this way,
we will have added depth to the discussion around the manuscript and
opened up new horizons for research and reflection.
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