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Meanings of letters in the style of the Qur’anic call
Assist.prof. Dr. Hoda Naji Obaid
College of Islamic Sciences /University of Baghdad
Abstract :

Ibn Manzir said: “Al-nida’ (+!)) and al-nuda’ (1<) mean ‘the voice’ or
‘the call,” similar to supplication (du‘a’) or bleating (ruga’). One may say:
nadahu or nada bihi (‘he called him’), and also: nadahu munadah and nida’,
meaning ‘he cried out to him’... Al-nida’, in its extended form, denotes
supplication in a loud voice. One may say: nadaituhu nida’an (‘I called him
with a cry’).”
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Al-nida’ (the vocative) is the act of summoning someone by means of a
particle that takes the place of the verb “I call” (ad ‘@) or carries its meaning.
Thus, when you say “ya Muhammad”, it is as if you said “I call
Muhammad.” The original function of the vocative is to address a rational
being who is capable of responding, coming forward, and answering the call
However, the vocative may go beyond its literal sense of summoning and
presence, extending to various figurative rhetorical meanings that are
understood from the context. The recipient is expected to discern the
intended purpose and its underlying psychological motive. Some scholars
have said that the particle, when it substitutes for the verb, shifts the
meaning of the sentence from declarative to performative.

It is known that when the distant person is addressed with ya, the particle
functions in its primary sense. But when it is used to address someone near,
the usage departs from its original function. Scholars have explained this as
treating the near one as though he were distant. The reasons for this include:
indicating that the one addressed is of high rank and exalted status; or,
conversely, suggesting that he is lowly and debased; or signaling that the
listener is inattentive or distracted.

Moreover, forms of vocative expression may convey many other meanings
depending on the context and circumstances, such as regret, grief,
lamentation, rebuke, and more.

The particles that serve the function of vocative are: the hamzah (1), ay (),
aya (W), haya (W), waw (s), and ya (%). Sometimes, the vocative noun
appears in discourse with the particle omitted — a phenomenon quite
common in Arabic.

key words: Alnidaa, Alert, Mayday
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Conclusion :

1- Vocative expression (al-nida’) is the act of summoning or calling someone
by means of a particle that substitutes for the verb “I call” (adTQ) or
conveys its meaning. Thus, when you say “ya Muhammad,” it is as though
you said “I call Muhammad.” The default condition of the vocative is to
address a rational human being who is capable of responding, approaching,
and answering the call. Yet, the vocative may move beyond its literal sense
of summoning and presence, extending to various rhetorical figurative
meanings that are understood from the context. It is then the task of the
recipient to uncover the intended purpose and its underlying psychological
motive.

2- The style of vocative carries diverse meanings that we perceive through the
situational context in which it is employed. This became evident in the
meanings we have discussed, most of which were drawn from works of
Qur’anic exegesis, which played a major role in shaping the fundamental
vision upon which this study is based. In addition, classical works on
Arabic rhetoric and Qur’anic eloquence enriched the research with subtle
insights that had a clear impact in clarifying these meanings.
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3- The most prominent meanings expressed by vocative particles include:
regret, remorse, grief, sorrow, fear, glorification, ennoblement, honoring,
humiliation, disparagement, alerting, amazement, wishing, and others.
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