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Resources of Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani in his book
Mugqatil al-Talibiyyin
Assist.prof. Dr. Jawad Kazim al-Baydani

Ministry of Education/Office of the Ministry of Education

Abstract

In his book (Maqatil al-Talibiyyin), Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani relied on a
number of books and references that were distinguished by their breadth,
depth, and diversity. The era in which he lived was characterized by being
full of developments and events that deserved to be recorded and monitored.
(Maqatil al-Talibiyyin) is one of the most important historical books that
contained narratives, events, and incidents, many of which Abu al-Faraj
witnessed. In addition, he reviewed books that talked about the killing,
disasters, and displacement that the Alawites were subjected to. He collected
these events in a book that is not the first among the books that conveyed to
us these events, wars, and revolutions. However, what distinguished this book
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is that it is a book that includes the books that preceded it, many of which
were lost.

Abu al-Faraj begins his book by talking about the martyrdom of Ja'far ibn Abi
Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) in the year 8 AH/ and ends with the
killing of "Abdul Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ha'far ibn
Ibrahim" who was martyred in the year 313 AH/ the year in which Abu al-
Faraj stopped recording events and incidents in this book. Al-Isfahani relied
on books and letters sent to him by his peers and sheikhs, in addition to
listening to his sheikhs and contemporaries. So what are the resources he
relied on in recording this book.

Key words:Taliban fighter- Islamic sources - Abu Al-Faraj Al-Isfahani
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Through this study, it becomes clear that Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani was not the
first to write in this historical field, as many preceded him according to the
account of Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Nadim (p. 133). However, this work
holds historical significance, since most of the writings that dealt with the
martyrdoms of the Talibids and recounted the events of their deaths have
been lost. Thus, this book serves as a connecting link between those lost

works and what was written afterward.

Abu al-Faraj discussed important figures, some of whom had not been written
about in such detail before, and others whose lives had been obscured and
little was known of them until Abu al-Faraj documented their biographies in
this important book. He drew upon various sources, some written and others
transmitted orally, and he was also an eyewitness to many events and

occurrences.

It is noteworthy that Abu al-Faraj places considerable emphasis on the Talibid
uprisings led by the Imams of the Zaydi branch, which is unsurprising given
that he himself adhered to Zaydi doctrine. He also recorded numerous poems
describing the events led by the Talibids. His passion for poetry perhaps
explains his extensive inclusion of elegies, panegyrics, and poems of valor by
numerous poets. This is hardly surprising, for Abu al-Faraj was himself a poet

and a well-known lover of literature.

In conclusion, this book remains one of the most important works addressing
the broader political conditions of the Arab-Islamic state. It illustrates the
various Alid opposition factions, which were divided between the Zaydis and
the followers of other Imams. It also conveys that these uprisings were not
confined to the descendants of al-Hasan or al-Husayn, peace be upon them,
but extended to the Talibids from among the sons and grandsons of Ja‘far ibn

Abi Talib.
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