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Preachers and their social role in the Abbasid era in the third and fourth
centuries AH
Dr.instructor. Nada Muhammad Aziz
University of Baghdad/College of Education for Girls
Abstract:
This study examines preachers and their social role during the Abbasid era in
the third and fourth Hijri centuries. It is a socio-historical study that reveals the
diverse groups who voluntarily engaged in preaching, including ascetics, pious
individuals, poets, and orators. The research clarifies their social role within
society and also addresses the administrative professions that practiced
preaching, such as judges, market inspectors (muhtasibs), storytellers (qussas),
and officially authorized preachers.
Given the role of preachers and the importance of their task in admonishing
people and ensuring an effective impact, it was necessary for them to possess a
set of essential qualities and conditions that qualified them to perform their
preaching mission and influence others. These included broad knowledge,
religious commitment, and moral integrity. Preachers were required to pass an
examination to qualify for this position, and they were also expected to maintain
distance from political authority. Moreover, preachers had a distinctive
appearance that set them apart, reflected in their clothing, manner of sitting,
gestures, and tone of voice when delivering sermons.
Keywords: Preachers, preaching councils, Abbasid society.
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Conclusion:

Through studying preachers and their social role in the Abbasid era, it
became clear that a number of social groups practiced preaching voluntarily,
and some of them took on preaching officially as preachers responsible for
preaching.

It also became clear that some preachers practiced administrative aspects such
as judiciary, accounting, and retribution.

The research clarified several groups that practiced preaching, counseling,
and guidance, including poets and orators who ascended the pulpits to advise,
enjoin good, and forbid evil.

Given the role of preachers and the importance of their work in preaching to
the people, as well as the need to have an impact, they had to possess a set of
qualities and conditions that qualified them to perform their task of preaching
and influencing, including breadth of knowledge and religious and moral
commitment.

Preachers must pass a test to qualify for this position, and they must also
refrain from associating with statesmen.

It appears that preachers have a special status that distinguishes them in their
dress, manner of sitting, movements, tone of voice, gestures, and expressions
when preaching and giving guidance, in order to influence their listeners and
audience.
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List of sources
First: primary sources:
The son of the brothers, Dia al-Din Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Al-Qurashi (d.: 729 Ah /1328 ad).

Features of the bagpipes in the provisions of the calculation, commented
on by: Ibrahim Shams al - Din, floor 1, House of scientific books (Beirut-
1421 Ah /2001 ad).

Ibn taghri Bardi, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Mahasen Yusuf al-atabki (d.: 874
Ah/ 1469 ad)

Blooming stars in the Kings of Egypt and Cairo, 1st floor,Egyptian House
of books (Cairo-1352 Ah/ 1933 ad).

Al-jahiz, Abu Othman Amr ibn Bahr (d: 255 Ah/ 868 ad)

Statement and explanation, investigation: Abdel Salam Mohammed
Haroun, 3rd Floor, Al-Khaniji library (Cairo-1388 Ah/ 1986 ad).

Al-jurjani, Ali bin Muhammad Bin Ali al-Husseini (d: 816 Ah/ 1413 ad)

Definitions, Vol. 2, investigation:
Mohammed Basil Oyoun, House of scientific books (Beirut-1424 Ah/
2003 ad).

Ibn al-Jawzi, Abdul Rahman ibn Ali ibn Muhammad (d: 597 Ah/ 1200
AD)

Retribution and memoirs, investigation:
Dr. Marlene Swartz, Dar Al-Mashreq (Beirut-no.C).

Majlis, investigation: Suhair Mohamed Mokhtar and Amna Nasir, Maarif
(Egypt-no.C).

In the history of kings and nations, an
investigation by: Mohamed Abdelkader Atta and Mustafa Abdelkader, 2nd
Floor, House of scientific books (Beirut-1415 Ah/ 1995 ad).

Ibn Hajjah Al-Hamwi, Taqgi al-Din Abu Bakr Ali (d.: 837 Ah/ 1433 ad).

The treasury of literature and the purpose
of God, an investigation: Essam shqiu, 1st floor, Crescent house (Beirut -
1396 Ah/ 1987 ad).

Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Shihab al-Din Abi al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Ali (d.: 852
Ah/ 1448 ad)

. Al-Mizan tab, 2nd Floor, Al-Alami
Foundation (Beirut-1390 Ah/ 1971 ad).

Al-Hilli, Yahya bin Said (d: 689 Ah/ 1290 ad)
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37.
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The collector of canons, investigation: Sheikh sobkhani, scientific press
(Qom-1405 Ah/ 1984 ad)

Abu Hayyan Al-Tawhidi Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Abbas (d.: 400 Ah/
1009 AD) and Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ya'qub (d.: 421 Ah/ 1030 ad).
Published by: Ahmed Amin and Mr. Ahmed Saqr, the press of the
committee of authorship and translation (Cairo — 1370 Ah/ 1951 ad).
Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abu Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Thabit (d.: 463 Ah/ 1070 ad).
The history of the city of peace and the news of its speakers and the
mention of its scholars from outside its people and parents, an
investigation: Dr.Bashar Awad Maarouf, 1st floor, Dar Al-Gharb al-
Islamiyya (Beirut-1422 Ah/ 2001 ad).

Ibn Khaldun, Abdul Rahman ibn Muhammad (d: 808 Ah/ 1405 ad)
Introduction of 1bn Khaldun, Dar al-Ouda (Beirut-1401 Ah /1981 ad)

Ibn khalkan, Abu al-Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abu
Bakr (d.: 681 Ah/ 1282 ad).

The deaths of notables and the news of the Sons of time, presented by:
Mohammed bin Abdul Rahman Al — marashli, 1st floor, the House of Arab
heritage neighborhoods (Beirut-1417 Ah/ 1997 ad).

Ibn Abi Al-Dunya, Abu Bakr Abdullah ibn Ubayd (d.: 281 Ah/894 ad)
The book of the brothers, an investigation: Mohammed Abdul Rahman
tawalba, the House of the sit-in (Jordan-no.C)

Al-dhahabi, Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Othman (d: 748 Ah/ 1347 ad).

. Lessons learned in the news of the dust, investigation: Dr.Salah al-Din al-
Munajjid, Kuwait government press (Kuwait-1368 Ah / 1960 ad).

Al-Razi, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Abd al-Qadir (d: 666 Ah/ 1267 ad)
Mukhtar al-Sahah, Dar Al-Resala (Kuwait-1402 Ah/ 1982 ad)

Al-Ragheb Al-asbhani, Hussein bin Muhammad (d: 502 Ah/ 1108 ad)
Lectures of writers and dialogues of poets and poets, publications of the
library of life (Beirut-no.C).

The tribe of Ibn al-Jawzi, Shams al-Din Yusuf bin Abdullah al-Baghdadi
(d.: 654 Ah/ 1256 ad)the mirror of time in the history of the notables,
investigation: Jenan Muhammad al-hammundi, National House (Baghdad-
1410 Ah /1990 ad).

Al-Sobki, Abu Nasr Abd al-Wahhab ibn Ali ibn Abd al-Kafi(771 Ah/1369
ad)

The great Shafi'i layers, investigation: Mahmoud Mohammed Al-tanahi
and Abdel Fattah Mohammed Al-Helou, Vol. 1, Isa Al-Babi al-Halabi
press (Egypt 1386 Ah/1967 ad)

Al-Samani, Abdul Karim bin Mohammed bin Mansour Al-Tamimi (d: 562
Ah/1166 ad)
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Genealogy, submitted by: Abdullah Omar Al-Baroudi, floor 1, Dar Al-
Jinan (Beirut-1408 Ah/ 1988 ad).

The second martyr, Zain al-Din bin Ali al-Amli (d: 965 Ah/1557 ad)

Paths of understanding to the revision of the canons of Islam, Vol. 2,
Islamic Knowledge Foundation (Qom-1422 Ah/ 2001 ad)

Sheikh Al-Mufid, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Muhammad Yin al-
Numan al-Baghdadi (d: 413 Ah/1022 ad)

Al-mugnaga, investigation: Islamic publishing Foundation, 2nd floor, Dar
Al-mufidid (Beirut-1414 Ah/1993 ad).

Al-shizri, Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah bin Nasr (d: 589 Ah/1193 AD).
The end of the rank in the calculation request, achieve: D.Mr. El-Baz al-
Oraibi, Floor 2, House of culture (Beirut-1401 Ah/1981 ad).

Al-saduqg, Sheikh Abu Ja'far Muhammad Bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin
babuiyeh Al-Qomi (d.: 381 Ah/ 991 ad).

Those who are not attended by the jurist, correct it and comment on it: Ali
Akbar Ghaffari,saduq library (Tehran-1389 Ah/ 1980 ad).

Safadi, Salah al-Din Khalil 1bn Ibek (d: 764 Ah/1362 ad)

The guardian of deaths, took care of him: dabdring, the Hashemite printing
house (Damascus-1379 Ah/ 1959 ad)

Al-Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir (d.: 310 Ah/922 ad)

History of the apostles and Kings, 1st floor, Princess (Beirut-1426 Ah/
2005 ad)

Al-tartushi, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Walid (d.: 520
Ah/ 1126 ad)

Siraj Al-molouk, commented on the phraseology by the mahmudiya
commercial library, Vol.1, mahmudiya printing house (Egypt — 1334 Ah/
1935 ad).

Ibn ' Abd Rabbah, Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Andalusi (d.: 328 Ah/ 939
AD)

The unique contract, an investigation: Barakat Youssef haboud, floor 1,
Dar Al-Argam ibn Abi Al-Argam (Beirut-1420 Ah/ 1999 ad).

Ibn Adi, Abu Ahmad Abdullah Al-jurjani (d.: 365 Ah/ 975 ad)

The complete investigation of weak men, an investigation by: Adel Ahmed
Abdel mawjod and Ali Mohamed Awad, 1st Floor, House of scientific
books (Beirut-1418 ah/ 1997 ad).

Ibn al-Adim, Kamal al-Din Omar Ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Jarada (d.: 660 Ah/
1261 ad)

In order to request the date of Aleppo, an investigation: Dr.Suhail zakkar,
Dar Al-Fikr (Beirut-no .C).

Ibn Arabi, Muhyiddin (d.: 638 Ah/ 1240 ad)
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Lecture of the righteous and the good people in literature, rarities and news,
Najwa press (Beirut — 1377 Ah/ 1968 ad).

Ibn Asaker, Abu Al-Qasim Ali ibn al-Hassan Ibn Hibat Allah ibn Abdullah Al-
Shafi'i (d.: 571 Ah/ 1175 ad)

The history of the city of Damascus, an investigation: mohebeddin ABI said
Omar bin gharamah Al — amroi, Dar Al-Fikr (Beirut-1415 Ah/ 1995 ad).

Ibn al-lmad al-Hanbali, Abu Al-Falah Abd al-Hay Ibn Ahmad (d.: 1089 Ah/ 1680
ad)

Gold nuggets in the news of gold, investigation: committee for the revival of
Arab heritage, New Horizons House (Beirut-no.C).

Al-Farahidi, al-Khalil Ion Ahmad (d: 175 Ah/ 729 ad)

Eye, investigation: Dr.Mahdi Al-Makhzoumi and Dr.Ebrahim Samarai, Vol. 2,
Sadr press (Iran-1409 Ah/ 1989 ad).

Abu Al-Faraj al-Isfahani, Ali ibn al-Hussein (d.: 356 Ah/ 967 ad)

Songs, an investigation: Dr. Ahsan Abbas and Dr.lbrahim Al-Saafin and Bakr
Abbas, floor 3, Sadr House (Beirut-1429 Ah/ 2008 ad)

Al-galgandi, Ahmed bin Ali (d: 821 Ah/ 1418 ad)

Nabil Khaled al — Khatib, 2nd floor, Dar Al-Fikr (Beirut-1424 Ah/ 2003 ad).

Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida 'Ismail ibn' Umar (d.: 774 Ah/ 1372 ad)

The beginning and the End, Vol. 1, library of knowledge (Beirut-1386 Ah / 1966
ad).

Al-Mawardi, Ali bin Muhammad al-Basri (d: 450 Ah/ 1058 ad)

Royal rulings and religious mandates, House of scientific books (Beirut-no.C)
Al-Muzi, Abu Al-Hajjaj Jamal al-Din Yusuf (d.: 742 Ah/ 1341 ad)

The refinement of perfection in the names of men, achieved: d.Bashar Awad
Maarouf, 3rd Floor, Al-Risala Foundation (Beirut-1415 Ah/ 1994 ad)

Ibn Manzoor, Muhammad ibn al-Mukarram (d: 711 Ah/ 1311 ad)

Arab tongue, correct by: Amin Mohammed Abdel Wahab and Mohammed Sadek
Al-Obeidi, floor 3, the House of Arab heritage neighborhoods (Beirut-no.C).

Abu Naeem al-asbahani, Ahmad bin Abdullah (d: 430 Ah/ 1038 ad)

The ornament of the parents and the layers of the faithful, VVol.2, the House of the
Arab book (Beirut — 1387 Ah/ 1967 ad).

Al-Nawawi, Abu Zakariya Muhyiddin Yahya Sharaf Ibn mari (d: 676 Ah/ 1277
ad)

Al-Nawawi's commentary on Sahih Muslim, Vol. 2, Arab Book House (Beirut-
1417 Ah/ 1997 ad).

Al-Warragq, Mahmoud bin Hassan (D: 225 Ah/ 839 ad)

Diwan, collection and investigation: Adnan Ragheb al-Obeidi, al-Basri House
press (Baghdad - 1969)

Waga'i, Muhammad ibn Khalaf (d: 306 Ah/ 918 ad)

News of the judges, corrected by: Abdul Aziz Mustafa al-Maraghi, floor 1, Al-
istigama press (Cairo-1366 Ah/ 1947 ad)

Yaqut al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah Yaqut ibn Abdullah (d: 626 Ah/
1228 ad)
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Gazetteer of countries, Vol. 2, Sadr House (Beirut-no.C).

Second: modern references:

1.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

21.
22.

23.
24,

Hawi, llya

The art of public speaking and its development among Arabs, House of culture
(Beirut-no.C).

Al-Hurr Al-Amili, Muhammad ibn al-Hassan (D.: 1104 Ah/ 1693 ad)

Detailing the means of Shiites to collect Sharia issues, investigation: Al — Al-Bayt
al-San Foundation, Vol.2, Mehr press (Qom-1404 Ah/ 1993 ad).

Al-haufi, Ahmed Mohammed

The art of public speaking, 14, no.I (Cairo-no.C)

The league, Dr.Abdul Aziz

Islamic systems, I, Center for Arab unity studies (Beirut-1427 Ah/ 2008 ad)

Rauf, Dr.Emad Abdeslam

. Baghdad schools in the Abbasid era, Dar al-Basri press (Baghdad-1386 Ah/ 1966

ad).

. Al-turaihi, Sheikh Fakhr al-Din (d.: 1085 Ah/ 1675 ad)
. Bahrain complex, investigation: Mr. Ahmed al-Husseini, Floor 2, Najaf press

(Najaf-1408 Ah/ 1987 ad)

Al-Amili, Muhammad Bin Ali giblan

Lectures in Islamic education, 1st floor, Dar Al-Zahraa (Beirut-1419 Ah/ 1998
ad)

Al-Obeidi, Dr.Salah Hassan

Arab-Islamic clothing in the second Abbasid era, Dar Al-Rashid (Baghdad-1374
Ah /1980 ad).

Aweys, Mohamed

Abbasid society through the writings of Al-jahiz, House of culture (Cairo-1403
Ah/ 1977 ad).

Fahad, Dr.Badri Mohammed

The public in Baghdad in the fifth century Hijri, the guidance press (Baghdad-
1387 Ah /1967 ad).

Al-qunuiji, friend of 1bn Hassan (D.: 1307 Ah/ 1889 ad)

Alphabetically science tattoos also in the statement of conditions of Sciences, the
House of scientific books (Beirut — no.C).

Mubarak, Dr.Zaki

Islamic mysticism in literature and ethics, Vol. 1, Al-Etemad press (Egypt — 1357
Ah/ 1938 ad).
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