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Oral formulas in pre-Islamic poetry (selected models)
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College of Education for Women/ University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Pre-Islamic poetry went through the period of oral expression, listening
and memorizing as a traditional oral poetry, which is a period in which
writing tools do not prevail or rarely use them, but not for memorization and
circulation because the deliberative context of the pre-Islamic environment
is the context of oral culture so the nature of oral cultural life of that
environment requires the pre- Islamic poets take into account during their
oral arrangement traditions Which dominated the pre-Islamic poem because
they are oral techniques that prevailed in the pre-Islamic culture, such as the
formulas used by the pre-Islamic poets during their arranging of oral poetic
text, they represent the common traditional reference of phrases and
structures between them.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic poetry, oral culture, oral- formulaic Theory,
repetition.
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Conclusion:

Oral theory was born out of discussions about ancient cultures and
societies in which writing did not prevail and did not rely on it to preserve
their knowledge, arts and literature, but rather relied on memory and other
oral traditions characterized by repetition during oral communication, to
store their knowledge and arts, as the thinking of those societies stemmed
from an oral mind, and did not differ from the culture of the pre-Islamic era
from the culture of ancient societies of past eras that were untouched by
writing. The culture of the pre-Islamic era did not differ from the culture of
the ancient societies of past eras that were untouched by writing, as it is a
literature that went through its oral period as well, whose societies relied on
oral communication between them, and preserved their knowledge and arts
in memory, as the Jahili poetry is an oral cultural work and a reflection of
the reality of the natural and social life of the desert society and the culture
of the desert.

Pre-Islamic poetry has been subjected to contemporary critical studies by
Arab and Orientalist researchers, which resulted in the conclusion that it is
an oral formulaic poetry, and contains oral formulas that belong to a
common collective traditional repository shared by poets during their oral
organization of the poetic text, and consists of structures and phrases that
are subject to weight conditions as well as the frequent repetition of words
and meanings, and their connection to the traditional themes of the poem.
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