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Alifon and its diversity of use between Sheikh Jalal al-Hanafi and
modern phonetic studies
Researcher: Shatha Shaker Yagout
University of Baghdad/College of Education for Girls
Prof. Dr. Walaa Sadiq al-Asadi

University of Baghdad/College of Education for Girls
Abstract

The alefone was part of the phonemic palette, a phonetic part that
did not change the meaning, even though it was a phonemic change, It has
its types, which are whispering, voiced, accented, stealing, concealing,
ishmam, iqlab, tamas, and qalb. These types were vocal intonation
indicators that received a great deal of attention from phonetic researchers
and scholars of tajwid, It had its conditions, locations, and impact on the
speaker and the listener, because every sound that comes from a speaker to
reach a listener affects him and helps him convey the meaning.

Sheikh Jalal al-Hanafi had phonetic opinions related to alefones, and
some of these opinions agreed with what the Arabs and the West had
presented in modern studies, Some of them did not reach a single degree of
agreement, but rather went beyond them or stopped at some of what they
stopped at, then it had the peculiarity of difference in many aspects related
to the alif, This demonstrates the richness of the achievements of phonetic
studies regarding the alefone, and the richness of the scope of creative
thought among Hanafi scholars, Arab scholars, and Western scholars.
Keywords: alefone, dialect, Sheikh Jalal al-Hanafi, sounds.
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Conclusion:
Upon studying the alifon and its omission in dialectal usage among Sheikh
Jalal al-Hanafi and modern phonetic scholars, the research reached the
following conclusions:
1- The alifon is an element of phonetics whose alteration does not change
the meaning, but gives a vocal tone that harmonizes with the spoken dialect.
2- The alif is a tangible phonetic change, and its characteristics differ from
one language to another.
3- There is a difference between al-Hanafi and Arab and Western
phoneticists regarding its pronunciation, as it is a fluid vibration that softens
and magnifies the sound. It is a vocal force caused by the prevention of
breath in al-Hanafi, whereas it is a vocal vibration without undulation, and is
not considered a whisper by Arabs, and is related to the strong vibration of
the vocal cords in the West.
4- There is a difference between Al-Hanafi and Arab and Western
phoneticists regarding intonation, as its domain is sounds and words, its
meaning is rhythmic, and it is determined by emphasis. Its domain is
individual words and their components for the Hanafi, while its domain is
words, its meaning is morphological, and it is influenced by general
pronunciation habits among Arabs. Its domain is sound for Western
scholars.
5- There is a difference between Al-Hanafi and Arab and Western
phonologists regarding elision, which means concealment. For Al-Hanafi, it
is the concealment of voiced and voiceless sounds, while there is a
difference between elision and concealment for Arab scholars, and
concealment is voiced for Western scholars.
6- There is a difference between Hanafi and Arab and Western phoneticists
regarding ishmam, which is the specification of sounds and vocal
movement. It is partial and total, and occurs with the deletion of tanwin in
the case of raising in Hanafi, and we see it in Arab scholars for every closed
sound, occurring in buildings or expressions, while in Western scholars it is
a silent pause, and occurs in the raising and elsewhere.
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7- There is a difference between al-Hanafi and Arab phonologists regarding
the inversion, as its cause according to al-Hanafi is facilitation, while its

cause according to Arab scholars is the sharing of the outlet.

8- The Hanafi school differs with Arab and Western phonetic
scholars on galb, as it is auditory and not limited to vowel sounds,
and it comes to improve pronunciation, among other things,
according to the Hanafi school, while it is standard and limited to
vowel sounds according to Arab scholars, and it comes to give a
new meaning according to Western scholars.
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