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Childhood and Place in Buthaina Al-Essa's Novels
Researcher: Fatima Mushtag Mahmoud Hussein
College of Education for Girls / University of Baghdad
Prof. Dr. Awatif Muhammad Hassan

College of Education for Girls / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

This research examines the formation of childhood settings in Buthaina
Al-Essa's ten novels. We have attempted to demonstrate the familiar and
hostile childhood settings in the author's novels. We have focused on the
recurring locations and the psychological connotations these settings hold,
demonstrating how Al-Essa presented and described childhood settings.
Setting cannot be isolated from character, as it is closely linked to them.
Sometimes we see it as gloomy, like them, and at other times as warm,
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appearing to express them. The character is the one who moves, while the
setting is static. Places have no value without action occurring within them.
There is a difference between a real, physical, or actual setting and an
Imaginary, artistic, or imagined setting created by the narrator and
envisioned by his characters. The fictional setting, then, is fabricated,
allowing the characters to wander around as they or the writer desire, to
delude the reader into believing that what they are reading represents reality
or a part of it. It is thus the environment or background within which the
characters move, in conjunction with the other narrative elements. As for the
child's environment and setting, they are what shape him and shape his
psyche. In this research, we will determine how one place can carry multiple
meanings, or how one place can represent two places for a character, so that
two similar, similar, or contradictory traits appear to him, and the place
becomes dual, carrying more than one meaning.

Keywords: Place, Childhood, Novel.
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Conclusion:

We notice that the place of childhood appeared gloomy, as the

characters' view of the house differed, as we see it gloomy sometimes, and
sometimes full of things, evoking feelings, and other times like a prison, and
we notice that the novelist employed it according to her characters, and the
employment of the house varied, but more places such as the closet, for
example, appeared to have a similar meaning, for all the characters, as it
appeared as the place where the characters hide«
The novelist's interest in the place appears, as she has novels in which she
focused on describing the place of childhood, such as maps of the maze and
all things, and we notice the connection between childhood and place, as the
characters move to certain places in order to save childhood or what remains
of it, as the characters are in constant pursuit and movement for it.
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