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The Image of Women in Platonic Love Poetry (Pre-Islamic Era)
Loving Poets as a Model
Assist.Prof.Dr. Suadad Yousif Abdulridha
General Directorate of Education, Baghdad, Second Karkh
Abstract:

The beloved woman occupied a prominent place in the life of the pre-
Islamic, ardent, and passionate poet. She was the focus of his life and the
source of his inspiration. It was fitting for the poet to depict this beloved
woman, describe her spiritual and physical beauty, and demonstrate her
influence on his soul. The passionate, ardent poet depicted woman as a
spiritual, emotional being, transcending physical aspects to psychological
and emotional ones. Building an emotional relationship that transcends the
love of the body to the love of the soul— Even if verses describing certain
bodily organs are found, they are descriptions far removed from anything
that offends modesty, chastity, and purity. The image of women in the
platonic love poetry of the infatuated poets of the pre-Islamic era was
characterized by love, solitude, chastity, purity, sincerity, loyalty,
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steadfastness, and permanence. Women represented ideal beauty and were
the object of love and appreciation from poets who expressed their feelings
with love, tenderness, and sensitivity.

Keywords: image, woman, poetry, platonic love, pre-Islamic era.
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Conclusion
After this modest survey of the poetry of the passionate, infatuated, Udhrite
poets of the pre-Islamic era, the Udhrites portrayed the woman they loved
with honesty and brilliant transparency. Their image emerged as a second
version of themselves, and the image of the beloved woman emerged in
Udhrite love poetry as depicted by the passionate lovers:

1- Alone, for she was the heroine of a sad love story. He knew no other
woman. She united them into a single entity, for she was the complement
to his life, the shadow of his conscience, the partner of his love, and a
partner in his joy and sorrow.

2- A chaste, pure, and chaste woman, whose attachment to chastity is a new
value in love, based on spiritual and emotional aspects.

3- A pampered, luxurious woman who values her femininity, whose eyes are
lined with kohl, who wears nothing but silk, who never walks without her
perfume preceding her, who wears a chaste veil, thus increasing her beauty
in spirit and body.

4- A strong, patient woman who was able to be a loyal wife to her husband,
building a family and understanding the meaning of motherhood. She did
not divorce because of her old love.

5- A committed woman who did not deviate from customs and traditions, and
she did not disobey the orders of her guardian or clan. She obeyed them
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despite their injustice, whether out of concern for her reputation or greed
for money. She also obeyed her husband and remained loyal to her love.

6- An ideal being who embodies the spiritual side away from the body in
expressing his feelings and emotions, to build an emotional relationship
that goes beyond the love of the body to the love of the soul.
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