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The relationship between letters and meanings, using the
letter “ba” as an example
Dr. instructor: Adel Ahmed Ali
University of Baghdad / Faculty of Education Ibn Rushd
Abstract:

Letters are one of the most important components and pillars of the
principles of jurisprudence, and they have a clear influence on the
formulation of legal rulings from legal sources. There is a close relationship
between the science of jurisprudence and the Arabic language, one aspect of
which is letters, as one of the components of a word is the letter, which is
considered a part of the noun and verb. Therefore, jurists paid attention to
the meaning of letters, as mentioned by Imam al-Subki in his book Jam' al-
Jawami', where he devoted a chapter to the meanings of letters.

Keywords: Letters of meaning, science of fundamentals, letter B.
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Conclusion:

Praise be to God Almighty, who made the principles a means of reaching
the noble judgment of God Almighty and of recognizing His exalted will.
Peace and blessings be upon our beloved Prophet, who guided his nation to
the right path and the straight way. It is well known that the science of the
principles of jurisprudence is one of the pillars of Islamic law, as it is
considered the main driver in explaining legal rulings. The principles of
jurisprudence are like a large tree whose leaves bear the fruits of
jurisprudential issues and explain the objectives of Islamic law. My research
took into account the meanings of letters in relation to the science of
principles, and | came to the following conclusions:

1. The Arabic language is considered one of the pillars of the science of the
principles of jurisprudence, and the Arabic language includes words, and
letters are one of these words. It follows from this that one of the
components of the science of principles is the meaning of letters.

2. Imam al-Ghazzali stated that the principles of jurisprudence are derived
from the Arabic language and from the sciences of logic and jurisprudence.
Therefore, the Arabic language is considered one of the important pillars of
the principles of jurisprudence. One of the rules of grammar is that “letters
alternate,” meaning that a letter gives an apparent meaning from its
pronunciation and has another figurative meaning for another letter. For
example, the letter “ba” means “part” and so on.

3- Scholars of jurisprudence have included a special section in their
classifications that discusses the meanings of letters in deriving legal
rulings. Imam al-Subki, in his book Jam' al-Jawami', devoted a section to
letters, because letters have meanings that affect rulings in terms of their
meaning and content.

The relationship between letters and the science of principles is one of
editing, verification, and clarification.
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