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The Veneration of the Early Church Fathers in the Christian
Perspective
Assist. instructor. Ikhlas Jaafar Muhammad
Faculty of Islamic Sciences, University of Baghdad
Prof.Dr. Hazim Adnan Ahmad

Faculty of Islamic Sciences, University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The canonization of the Church Fathers is a process of appreciating and
honoring influential figures in the history of the Christian Church. They are
considered role models and role models for believers. These fathers are
chosen based on their contributions to theology and religious thought, and
their work in serving the Church and spreading the Christian faith. The list
of Church Fathers usually includes prominent saints. Such as Clement,
Ignatius, Papias, and many others. Appreciation of these fathers varies
between different Christian sects, but the main goal is to recognize their
profound influence on the development of the Church and Christian
theology. They are usually honored through prayer and religious
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ceremonies, naming churches and temples after their names as well, and
documenting their history and teachings in religious books and articles. In
this research, we will focus on introducing the early Church Fathers,
explaining the forms of sanctification that Christians granted them, and their
evidence for this sanctification.
Keywords: sanctification, fathers, church, Christianity.
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Conclusion:
One of the most important findings of the research :
1-the veneration of the early church fathers in the Christian perspective is an
important topic reflecting the church's respect for the role of these historical
figures in the construction and development of Christian doctrine.
2-the word father has multiple meanings, including :
A-the direct ancestor of man, that is, his father or grandfather.
B-on the spiritual father who exudes his soul in others, whether his influence
is good or on the contrary, such as Abraham, the father of mankind, and the
devil, the father of evil.
C-on the Creator, God in the Christian religion is considered a father.
D-on the one who performs the work of the guide, the counselor and those
interested in a matter of things.
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And this last meaning is the closest to the meaning of the church fathers.
3- the idea of sanctifying the fathers in Christian thought comes from the fact
that the Lord Christ, in their belief, has established in his absence his vicar
on earth, to manage the conditions of people and take care of their interests,
and that this vicar is the Apostle Peter, and the Christians have based this
belief on a set of evidence taken from their travels.
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magazine, issue 23, 2016.
3. The Defending Fathers: Antoine Fahmi George, Saint Justin, Anba
Rois Press (Al-Oft), Cairo, 1992.

4. Catholic Faith, Father Gervey Domige, Jesuit, translated by Subhi
Hamwi, Alaa Al-Din Publishing, Printing and Distribution House,
Damascus, First edition, year of publication: 1999.
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22. The Church of the City of God, Great Antioch, Asad Rustam, Dar
al-Nour Publications, Beirut, 1958 AD.

23. Christian Theology and Contemporary Man, Sim Bustros, Beirut,

Al-Boulous Library, 1984.

24. The First Ecumenical Council = Nicaea |I: Abras Michel, Arab
Antoine, Al-Boulous Library, 1997.

25. A Brief History of the Church, Andromel, Al-Mahdoun Library,
4th edition, 2003.

26. Dictionary of Christian Faith, by Father Subhi Hamwi, SJ,
translated into Arabic by Father Jean Corbon, Dar al-Mashrig, Beirut,
2nd edition, 1998.

27. Dictionary of Ecclesiastical Terms, by Father Athanasius al-
Magari, Christian Library, 2011.

28. The Kingdom of Christ on Earth, Father Khalil Adah, Jesuit,
Christian Book Library, 2023.
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