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The term "morphological irregularity" in the chapters on nisba

(attributive adjectives) and plurals, according to Lutf Allah ibn

Muhammad al-Ghayath al-Dhafiri (d. 1035 AH) in his commentary
on lbn al-Hajib's al-Shafiya (d. 646 AH).
Assistant Prof Dr. Basim Mohammed Ayada

College of Education/ University of Maysan
Abstract:

Some linguistic and morphological phenomena appeared in the language
of the verses and the Wise Remembrance, adding strength and distinction to
this language among all the languages of the world. Several phenomena
emerged, such as the phenomenon of morphological irregularity, to add a
distinctive splendor to its phonetic, morphological, syntactic, and semantic
levels, with all that this phenomenon - irregularity - included of several
levels and various morphological categories, which were changed from the
original category, noting that this departure from the original category is not
a reprehensible departure to the extent that it is neglected or not relied upon,
but rather it was characterized by reliance on it and its preservation without
being measured against it, and this is what we called (the irregular).
Keywords: Irregularity, Linguistic phenomena, Attribution, Pluralization,
Analogy, Morphological guidance
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Conclusion:

After examining the morphological aspects in the chapters on
attribution (nisba) and diminutives (tasghir), and observing the
phenomenon of morphological irregularity (shudhudh) within them, the
study arrived at several findings:

. This phenomenon is ancient in the linguistic heritage, and the references
of early scholars are explicit and evident in their use of the term and their
indication of it.

. The term shudhudh has many synonyms that vary among researchers,
such as rare, weak, defective, uncommon, and others.

. The concept nearly encompasses all sciences—including the four levels
of language—as well as the Qur’an and its readings, Hadith, poetry,
psychological, and social studies.

. The issues addressed by Ibn al-Ghayyath did not depart from what earlier
scholars had mentioned in their works; thus, we can say he kept pace
with them.

. The term shudhudh had a wide presence in Ibn al-Ghayyath’s writings,
and he directed it morphologically in relation to the various issues where
he discussed morphological irregularity.

Ibn al-Ghayyath’s morphological approach through the concept of
shudhudh greatly aided in understanding these issues. For example, in the
chapter on nisba, he considered the retention of the ya in certain words
irregular, since the standard rule is to drop the waw and ya, as in Siliqgi
and Silimi.

In the same chapter, regarding the word 7« i, he held that the standard
requires maintaining the ya in its original form, while the irregularity lies
in changing it into an alif. He discussed this under “attribution to words
ending with a doubled ya.”

In the section on plurals, concerning the prohibition of certain plural
patterns in nouns, lbn al-Ghayyath argued that nouns with a weak middle
radical (‘ayn) cannot be pluralized on the pattern af*ul, whether the weak
radical is waw or ya. Thus, one does not say as’il from sayl, due to the
heaviness of the damma.

In another plural-related issue, he noted that the plural qutala’ (from
qgatil) is irregular on the pattern fu‘ala’, and whatever follows this pattern
is considered irregular and does not conform to consistent analogy.
Likewise, in the plural of faris (horseman), the form fawaris is irregular,
since fawa‘il is a plural pattern for feminine nouns, and thus he classified
it as morphological irregularity.
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