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Intellectual life in Egypt during the Ayyubid era witnessed a new beginning,
driven by the sultans’ interest in establishing schools of Islamic jurisprudence
and their commitment to ensuring diversity in their curricula. This marked a
significant intellectual development and an important phenomenon that left a
profound impact on both the intellectual and spiritual spheres, This is evident in
their interest in Sufism, as large numbers of ascetics and Sufis flocked to Egypt.
as they encouraged the construction of schools of Islamic jurisprudence for the
four schools of thought, foremost among them the schools dedicated to the
study of the Shafi’i school, which played a distinguished role in intellectual
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activity during that period. The rulers of the Ayyubid dynasty, and in particular
Sultan Saladin al-Ayyubi, who ordered the construction of schools and
transformed the intellectual landscape in Egypt, as well as their care for students
by providing accommodation, food, and a monthly stipend. This support had a
clear impact on spiritual and doctrinal trends and left a distinct mark on the
intellectual output of that era. and alongside the Ayyubid sultans’ interest in the
scientific movement and its development, the women of the Ayyubid dynasty
also took a clear interest in supporting the intellectual endeavor through the
construction of some schools of jurisprudence, thereby highlighting the
significant role played by the Ayyubids in the scientific sphere.

Keywords: The idea of establishing schools, the emergence of schools, schools
in Cairo and Fustat, schools in Alexandria, schools in Upper Egypt.
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Conclusion:
the research on intellectual schools has revealed that there were key factors
that contributed to highlighting the cultural and intellectual role in Egypt
during the 6th century AH, as follows:
1. The establishment of the Ayyubid state in Egypt introduced a new
approach that differed from that of the Fatimid state, as Egypt became a
center for jihad against the Crusaders throughout the Ayyubids’ rule over the
country.
2. Most of the institutions of intellectual activity established during the
Fatimid Caliphate, particularly the mosques, remained in existence until the
late Ayyubid period, despite changes in the objectives of their intellectual
activities.
3. Mosques continued to play an important role in the scholarly sphere despite
the emergence and spread of new scholarly institutions (schools); the
courtyards of mosques hosted numerous scholarly circles.
4. The Ayyubid sultans paid special attention to the intellectual movement,
which was reflected in the establishment of various centers of scholarly
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activity as well as the provision of the necessary funds to sustain that activity.
The relative stability that Egypt enjoyed during most of the Ayyubid rule
played a significant role in attracting many scholars to the country, propelling
the intellectual movement forward at a rapid pace.
5. The movement of literary production flourished across various fields of
knowledge, particularly religious studies and Arabic linguistics.
6. During the sixth century AH, Egypt witnessed a major literary renaissance
driven by two fundamental factors: first, the broad cultural horizons of the
Ayyubid sultans and their strong support for Egyptian writers and those who
came to Egypt; and second, the exceptional circumstances Egypt experienced
as the base of the sultanate and the center that supplied its other provinces
with all the means necessary to sustain the jihad against the Crusaders.
7. Schools of Islamic jurisprudence were established throughout Egypt and
were not limited to Cairo alone, as the Ayyubids took an interest in building
schools in Alexandria, Upper Egypt, and the rest of the Egyptian cities.
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Sources :
1-1bn Battuta, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ibrahim Al-
Lawati (d. 779 Ah/1337 ad)

The journey of lbn Battuta called (the masterpiece of the Nazar in
the wonders of Egypt and the wonders of travel), (Cairo: sans 1938)
2-1bn taghra Bardi, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Mahasen Yusuf ibn taghra
Bardi (d. 874 Ah/1469 ad), the blooming stars in the Kings of Egypt
and Cairo, sixteen parts, (Cairo: Egyptian Book House press, 1936 ad)
3-Ibn Jubayr, Abu al-Hussein Muhammad Ibn Jubayr al-Kanani, (d.
614 Ah/1217 ad), Ibn Jubayr's journey, Vol. 1, (Beirut: Heritage House,
1968 ad)
4-1bn al-Jazari, Shams al-Din Abu Al-Khair Muhammad ibn
Muhammad (d. 833 Ah/1429 ad), the very end of the layers of readers,
Vol. 2, House of scientific books, (Beirut: 1980 ad)
5-1bn khalkan, Shams al-Din Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Bakr (d. 681 Ah/1282 ad) The deaths of the notables and Prophets
of the Sons of time, the investigation of Mohammed Mohieddin Abdel
Hamid, six volumes, (Cairo: Egyptian Renaissance library, 1948)
6-AL-adfawi, Kamal al-Din, Abu al-Fadl Jafar Tha'aleb lbn Jafar
Tha'alebi Al-Shafi'i (d. 748 Ah / 13 ad), the good fortune collector
Asma nagba Upper Egypt, the investigation of said Mohammed Hassan
(Cairo: Egyptian House press, 1966 ad)
7-Al-dhahabi, Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmed bin
Othman bin gaimaz, (748 Ah/1347 ad), history of the Islamic countries,
(India : Hyderabad — Deccan, 1337 Ah), preservation ticket, floor 1,

(Beirut: House of Arab heritage, PLA t)
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8-the tribe of Ibn al-Jawzi, Shams al-Din Abi Al-Muzaffar Yusuf
gazawali (d. 654 Ah /1257 ad), the mirror of time in the history of the
notables, eight parts (Hyderabad: Printing House of the Ottoman
knowledge circle, 1370 Ah)

9-Al-Subki, Abu Al-Hasan Tagi al-Din Ali (d.756 ah), the sword of the
glaze in response to lbn zanjifil, (d.M.: Zahran press, D.C)
10-Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din Abdul Rahman ibn Abi Bakr (d. 911
Ah/1505 AD), for the sake of awareness in the layers of linguists and
grammarians, investigation: Mahmoud Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, (Cairo: Isa
Al-Babi al-Halabi Press, 1964 ad), Hassan lecture in the news of Egypt
and Cairo, (Cairo: encyclopaedia press)

11-Ramim al-Din Ibrahim bin Mohammed bin aydemer Al-Alai (d. 809
Ah [/ 1408 ad), victory for the means of contracting the Empire,
Commercial Printing Office, (Beirut: DT)

12-Abu al-Fida, Imad al-Din Ismail bin Ali bin Mahmoud al-Ayyubi (d.
732 Ah/1332 ad), al-mukhtasr by Akhbar Al-Bishr, Vol. 1, (Cairo: Al-
Husseiniya printing house, 1325 Ah)«

13-1bn Kathir, Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida Ismail Ibn Omar Ibn Kathir (d.
774 Ah/1372 ad), the beginning and the end, he stood on the printing
and correction of Muhammad bayumi and others, (Mansoura: the
library of Faith, No t)

14-Al-magrizi, Taqi al-Din Ahmed bin Ali bin Abdulkadir (d. 845 Ah /
1441 ad), behavior to learn the countries of Kings, the investigation of
Muhammad Mustafa Ziada, six parts, Vol. 2 (Cairo: Dar Al-Hikma for

printing and publishing, PLA t), sermons and consideration by
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mentioning plans and monuments or what is known as magqrizi plans
(Cairo: Bulag press, 1924 ad)

15-AL-mundbhiri, Zaki al-Din Abu Muhammad Abdul Azim bin Abdul
Qawi (d. 656 Ah/1258 ad), the sequel to the deaths of the naglah, the
investigation of Bashar Awad Maarouf, Volumes 11l and IV (Najaf Al-
Ashraf, Literature Press, 1971 ad)

16-Al-Nabulsi, Fakhr al-Din Othman bin Ibrahim al-Nabulsi Safadi (d.
672 Ah/1273 ad), the history of Fayoum and his country, investigation
by Moritz, Vol. 2 (Beirut: Dar Al-Jil, 1974 AD)
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