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The impact of women in writing and education in the civilization of

Mesopotamia
Dr. instructor. Shaima Majid Al-haboubi
Center for women's Studies / University of Baghdad
Abstract :
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Ancient Iraqis viewed women with reverence and awe, considering them
goddesses of childbirth and responsible for fertility and growth. While their
opportunities in some aspects of life were less than men's, society's view of
them later became limited to their responsibilities within the home and

family, including fulfilling its needs and raising children.
Mesopotamian society valued writing as a means of expressing thoughts,
tool for communication, and a mechanism for organizing society. Learning

a
it

was therefore essential. Initially, it was limited to specific social classes,
particularly the clergy, the nobility, and government officials. The first
schools were located in temples, and the vast majority of students were male.
However, women did not succumb to this trend; they pursued education
alongside men, and educated women and writers emerged, contributing to

AR

£

s ML

va


mailto:Ring_2016@yahoo.com
mailto:Ring_2016@yahoo.com

Ty — =~
(‘E-.('.
et

e

AT YT (F) aaall (Y1) laall (( AaSaa * dpale * Zlsd )) 2 all galal) 1l i) Al E

3}
o

n

>

intellectual and religious life and becoming prominent figures in the history

of women, writing, and education

Keywords: writing, education, cuneiform calligraphy, the role of women,
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Conclusions:

Throughout history, society has viewed women as the weaker party in

need of protection. Since ancient times, men have been responsible for
providing them with security and care.
As primitive societies evolved into more sophisticated ones, law became a
tool for protecting women, in addition to being a means of regulating society
and controlling relationships among its members. Law was not a product of
chance; rather, it arose in response to the needs of ancient societies, reflecting
their way of life and beliefs, and serving as the primary protector of women.
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Human development throughout history has been accompanied by
fundamental social changes, most notably the inclusion of women in fields
previously reserved for men. With the development of writing through its
various stages and the emergence of schools, initially attended only by males,
educated women emerged, contributing to significant transformations that
began within the family and extended to society as a whole. Women have
proven their active presence in the fields of writing and education, with
female writers playing a significant role in the documentation process,
alongside women who excelled in literature and the arts, as well as in diverse
fields including commerce, administrative and religious positions, and the
judiciary. This reflects their powerful influence in society.
Thus, it is clear that women have been, and continue to be, an essential and
indispensable element of the social structure, and that their participation in
various societal activities is a natural outcome of the evolution of human
thought and the changing social structures throughout history.
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