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A Semiotic Reading of the Social Dimension in Selected Poems

of Al-Zahawi
Asst. Lect. Ahmed Qusay Adnan

College of Education / Imam Ja'far Al-Sadig University (AS)

Abstract

This research examines selected poems by Jamil Sidgi al-Zahawi to
explore the depths of the social dimension and its semiotic representation in
his work. The study's role lies in uncovering these latent semiotic elements
and focusing on them. The research is divided into two main axes.
The first axis addresses the theoretical aspect of semiotics, tracing its origins
in the West and subsequently in the Arab world. It highlights the importance
of this methodology in employing signs within literary texts to embed their
codes between the lines, thereby conveying the creator's message to the
recipient. Furthermore, it discusses the role of semiotics in interrogating
texts, understanding the creator's message, and revealing its signification.
The second axis is the practical/applied aspect, which analyzes the poetry of
Jamil Sidqgi al-Zahawi from a semiotic perspective. It aims to identify the
foundations of the social dimension and how semiotic mechanisms—such as
icons and the message itself—were employed to express what stirred within
al-Zahawi: his perspective on the social dimension, including depicting the
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conditions of Iraqis, criticizing the ruling authority, urging Iragis to improve
their situation whether through education or through resistance and
defending their rights, in addition to his philosophical outlook on existence.
Keywords: Jamil Sidgi al-Zahawi, Semiotics, Image.
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Conclusion:

This semiotic study, in its entirety, highlights a number of key findings
regarding selected poems by Jamil Sidqi al-Zahawi, which serve as a
significant model of the transformation of the modern Arabic poem into a
complex semiotic space. In this space, the intellectual vision intertwines with
the symbolic structure of the text. It has become evident that al-Zahawi's
poetry is not based on direct expression alone, but rather relies on a system
of signs that produce meaning through the interaction of image, sound, and
idea, rendering the poem an open field for interpretation rather than a closed
discourse with a single signification.

The first revelation of the semiotic reading is that al-Zahawi imbues
natural and cosmic elements with semantic functions that transcend their
descriptive dimension. Thus, nature in his work becomes a symbolic system
expressing the human psychological, existential, and social condition. The
night, birds, wind, sea, and light are not merely illustrative backdrops, but
rather signs pointing to broader concepts such as anxiety, freedom, loss,
alienation, and transformation. In this way, the text moves from the level of
sensory icon to that of cultural and intellectual symbol.

The study also demonstrated that al-Zahawi employs the (semiotic index)
as a tool to link individual experience with its broader context. Pain, fear,
silence, the call, and turmoil function as causal signs that reveal deeper
disruptions in the social, political, and intellectual structure of his era.
Consequently, the poetic self should not be read as an isolated individual
entity, but rather as a semantic medium that conveys the tension and
historical anxiety of the collective.

It also became clear that (the symbol) occupies a central position in al-
Zahawi's poetry, as major values—such as freedom, reason, conscience,
homeland, death, and life—are reformulated into poetic signs whose
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meanings shift according to context. The symbol in his work is not fixed or
ornamental, but rather dynamic. It functions within a network of textual
relationships, allows for multiple readings, and grants his poetry a
continuous capacity for reinterpretation across time.

Another notable finding is al-Zahawi's tendency to politicize the poetic
sign without falling into discursive directness. The poetic image transforms
into a subtle ideological vehicle, expressing a critical stance against
despotism, ignorance, and submission, without losing its aesthetic
dimension. Here, the aesthetic function of the sign complements its
intellectual function, achieving a balance between poetry as art and poetry as
consciousness.

The study also revealed that Al-Zahawi's poetry is built upon recurrent
semantic  dualities  (presence/absence,  light/darkness, life/death,
reason/conscience). These dualities are constructed semiotically not as rigid
oppositions, but rather as dynamic, dialectical states. They reflect the poet's
vision of the universe as a conflicted, ever-changing space, rather than a
stable order.

1l sl

0000a ) AAY (g ¢ Al )l Aise ¢ el Ly jee ¢l 5all anaa ()
cHWMc@wgﬂ\J\as@Udm cJM\M\ﬁJJLﬁJLQJ\;J.Elﬁ(Y)
) ) YYo=

Lo dagall ¢ ld) jaadi
a_qu‘$?;j£_.ﬂuﬁw‘).ai\3}&._\$ﬁ)3j&;‘é}“}‘éﬁmd&&;d\ﬁﬁ‘e‘ﬁm‘éﬁ‘(i)
AAANEPR LIPS L o SONCIPSWREAINY

ady (ol Je Caug e aulill o8l 8 aailiad g adlal 8 el el ey )
Ve ¢ D eel a3l dandaa

(po) 83la cgamall Baliall danay la sl die dana Gualegd ¢ shaia ol ¢ el Gl &)
2i~uac\‘\‘\‘\cd@s&;ﬁc‘#ﬂ\@Jm\My‘;})ﬂ\&\ﬂ\;\,};\J\JsY‘Ls'lc

¢ el OV dacaslall Ayl (EEAY) ) siie ¢ jaa¥) Jaad cilibierad) anaa ()
_AL)ACY'\!

¥ 22l Y aladdl ¢ SSal alle cansdd | e cliada gine gl I ks grarad) e il 5 sl )
Yo¢ (Y440 c&uﬁ;ﬁ\cgb?bd;ﬂbﬁm‘;ﬂaﬁ\uﬂ#\ ‘u.u‘)LA/‘):aL'\_J_i

AT camy sl y saall ) sall ¢ ol S a s (Lgilinhal s Lpaslie cilgilparad) ()
RATETA RRL SATRP

et Lgadiall (duti Haaall ()

e oY e didsa (g G gday deal latil ¢ o jhae Jila el ol sial) dgilaans ()
\Y‘\fuacY~\Acﬂ)&&&}“@@ﬂ@)ﬂ\}&my‘&u\)ﬂ\w

Sl e ol el et (33l el — Al gl Gl B A sall) Atiianadl 50 )
YYSY e GacY o) ¢ Llall anlad pall 4K c@d_)‘)’\&u\;l\c‘)gﬁm;uuu)c&sw\qc

Yey

n

>

3}
Qp.l'g?

‘l

D

<&



oy
o=
et

aY YW(T‘)AJA\(YT‘)M\((MSM*‘LA; * lad ) el adad) il Alas

e

AV il g e asall Hhae YoV adaall ¢ g ga 3l Baia Jaes ol s 9
: S

g s il A el Aalaiall can g O3l 22 i el Jals dlglapad) Gl 1l (9
_Tqua¢\'~~/\cou..ﬂ

04§ m sl Jira Jua ol s Y

550i] sl gl de e 2 ¢ (VAT AYY) Gall b Aol A jlaall ey ()
Gl )l 4 peativeall 38 yae pualaall Gl jall fo )l (8 sl SIS oA sl dpalal)
T G e VoYY € ¢ A gall g Ay el

DIl e pal) D S ) ¢ i dmal) die ;5 cgianye 2T e 2l il ey (Y
N Ga Y YA ¢ prall sliagll

0 v Em sl ra Juea ol OV

WA o eomst il e 2 cbatzf ¢l b sl ()
0-2u4‘éjuj\‘gmdy;o\ﬁam)

pslall Ay pall pladl ¢ il il argd Holal 2 e (Lasalio s Leussl Aalal) Cililpar ) allaa ()
A Ga YA c}\ﬁ\cw@&@cdh?\u\stu}ﬂb
0~iu4‘5}uj\@mdmu\yq(w)

Vo oa el agh 5l e lamlie s L dalall bl Allaa(™)

oY a s s N Baa Jrea o) g )

V0 Ga e s I 3 : el Jihs el a1ty (Y

Vo La s a3l Baa Jiea ol s V)

Daele s en W e 5 edn sdg s ¢ ladlall Al gl cilglapad) ;s
A0 Yo v € by g ¢ 4830 c@‘)}d\‘,‘}mﬂj}ﬂ\

04V ya s 3l Aua dies ol R

G sle s ea sl a1 55 s 518 ) e ¢ liadlall Al ) el (™)
Vet

o~/\u4‘¢5,u)l\‘_;mdmu\ya(”)

VET (a e de s en Sl e 15 eI g Sl cciladlall &yl o) cililaagad) ; ylay )
D~Au4cdjuj\‘_gdmdmu\yd(w)

Y Ga el and 50l de clalia s Ll Aalad) libiapual) allas ; ey (79

O A o st daa Jiea o 2™

T st agd A de cLalia s Lpand Aalall Cilibandl allaa 1 ey (7
°~/\u.ac95‘5\.b‘}s\ é&mdﬂa;d\ﬁd(rv)

AY G il aggd HaE) s Laplie s Lgnsns) dalal) ilibapad) allas ;e (™)
°~/\u4c955\.m_}3\ é&mdﬂa;d\ﬁd(”)

YT im st il e elag g ¢l Sl Sy )
°~qu4ctg‘5u‘}s\‘_§3mdmu|yd(“)

XY G st ae : 8 cgea ez 0 el cililan ; play 9

0+ a3 Ara Jaea ol N

AYYIINYY G cdd s IO o 5 plailas JLla cdgianadl Gend ¢l 9
°~°lu.ac95‘5\.b‘}s\ é“d&&\ﬁd(io)

Yt

b

o,

2



aY YW(T‘)AJA\(YT‘)M\((MSM*‘LA; * lad ) el adad) il Alas

e

AYAGa s IO a5 ¢l Jlils dibuaand) G ¢ lasy G

044 La s Baa duea o 2 Y

VAY (o el i apmas gl s Leamlin cilibyasad) )

044 a sl aa Jdaea ol GV

NAY Ga il agd 3 de clamlia s Lpasns) dalal) cililyaradl allaa : ylaiy )

0V Lo e s 3l Bua e O g0 eh

Al al) a3l B ¢ gm dwmas,d ¢ Atilaannal) 5 A s (G gz ) el sl 1)
ﬁ u"“"\* ﬁt\gv~ ¢EY Y v 2aall c@}.ﬂ\

OVY a cssa i aa s s O

Uae i) 3l Gaald Lia 3 58 56 ) cdibiaras Al 53 (il G el ez Lyl 9
TYY o Yo YY Y oS ‘YE OV 222l ¢ 48 jall daalal)

OVY G ssa il (BAra diea s )

AR uac‘;uj.aa.z;.d\d.\c s R lar 2 C\cd).d\&_ﬁ.ul.m.w ).L;.u(ﬂ)

OV Ga ssal Bra dian oY)

VoY G el ased 5ol e clatlie 5 Ll Aalall Cililaapadl) allas ; ka3, )

0V ¢ a sl Bra duea ol OV

alaall ) aaall dilay dela ¢ Clilians Al sl day )S ¢y g ol s dadladl )
£0,a¢Y419/3 (4

0V ¢ a sl aa duea s OV

Y/\uac‘;u}}m;.d\m s ola 2 C\cé‘).d\u\.uw _)L.u(w)

010 a3l Ara diex ol "

O m e e s Gmasl e 15 edn sl e eciladlal) Ak ) clibaasad) ;e C9)

) 010 G (s sl (Fra diea s )

U= esle s ol e 55 eI 518 ) s eladlal) gyl o) bl ;s )
AE,AY

0Y0 = ‘wu)'l\ ‘_;Jm d:m; Oy s "

£ G el Sy aumas Ll Lpapalie Clsbyapudl ;i ()

‘)JLAAAM

228N o)A

cuhﬂujﬁac%ﬂ:\.u)d\w\ M.)AJJ)J: DA c‘)gﬂw'jdi._g}\d ‘2_}31._3.“:;“&\ U‘“‘““
NYooA

aSlh ae Al el el sl e MM\UAM\JJ,L@MJJMJMUJ;

AKKR c\z\lﬂ\a_\h.n\‘)ﬂ\@ls ‘guq)Y\ml;J\‘Hudu)“;c J:\M“J.\Q

Jvava cOUJQJﬁcBJJaﬂJ\JcYLcd}‘X\M\cLﬁJQ‘}S\é;%Q\ﬁJ

sloayd) lall ¢ o yall HEN S5l ¢ unsi dmall e 0y coulan ez b ¢ 2l lilaa
YoYA co Rl

c)\);l\ J\A‘%JQJQQAA‘)MJ,\Q T A cdb}qu B BTN ladadl :*\g)b.'\j\ Q@W\
Yoo d ol e 4@l

¢ Aa3UleYh ‘@j)ﬂb il headl jla ¢ o) S dea dgilanhiy Lpaalie bl
YoyyY L) gum

Yéo

b

=)

D
[y



i
o=
et

— . -~ 5%
<Lz
YT (7) 20l (YT) il (( Ane * ale * s )) (g2 ) gl 23 A ‘5

e

3.:\156“5&cYG‘as:\:\]_}:c@»ﬁc._\jﬁmﬁm\)u}\50\}4%#@0\#\@% -A

T OVA Ay il Ay el g Fedlu) il )

nalal) Alaa oo gl all s Liay 5508 20 dbiams Ay il GG o) ed -9

AERA d}\)]\ O\S ﬁ'c OV 22all c&,ﬁ\)ﬂ\

c@jﬂ\ ;\.:\3\‘):.!\ u\.a)l\ PAYEN c‘ssﬂjA L D ¢ @W\} @)L&Y\ O C_)AS\ Cilaleall P

YoOY )3\.33\”~ ¢SV Y v 2l

¢d alaall o) 2aall ddilan Aaals ¢ Abiliasw Alaa c;\.;u\.ala:\.a:\‘)s ‘u“).-.‘:’tﬁﬂ Jo gl g AaDlallZ) Y

Yera/a

S 22adl oYY M\cﬂ\?ﬂr_ c?.uﬁ |y ol e el (M Wk granl) (e il g o 8l Y

Y440 ‘q}ﬁ\‘gby‘}d}iﬂ\}%umg;ﬂnjﬂw\ ol /ol €

L.,zu\‘#mﬁwﬁj#)ﬁjﬁ‘gjuj\gmdﬁo\ﬁa‘e)ﬁd\e&ﬁ\_w

,e\‘l\~ S AYYYY (g ddaty)

(ps) 83ke cganall Baball deaay Gl gll e deaa Gualead ¢ ghaia cpl ¢ pall Gl €

Y444 ‘QUAsQ})H‘@ﬂ\@)m\m}A@ﬂ\&\)ﬂ\;\:\;\J\JcVL‘WG

fadall 550 (ol sl die e 3¢ (VAT SV AYY) Gall b Aled) A jladi ) 0
@ﬂ\&b\)ﬁaﬂw\)S)A‘)AM\O\JA|GJU@M\Q\5); ...... z\ﬂ}.u.d\

CY YT/ € Ay gl

¢ Ol ?M ;\.u)ad\ )\J]\ c‘;ﬂ_t.\.&]\ (.\:\@ﬁ JJGM e Laalia g Lpul Aalall libiasaddl ‘J\J.A_\ 1

¢ ilall Y ac ?M A gall Gl @AY G pite ¢ peal) Jaid (il (.\_;M_\V

.Y~\~
a4y c&;ﬁcﬁh)\@}asu&u_)ﬁ co_._\ﬂ}d\(a;u_\/\
me‘@&uﬂuﬂ\)\q‘@hdm ‘J}M\M\};\J)Lﬁ}\.&s‘}“_\ﬂ

dahae iy cpall je Chug e aulill G Al 6 aailiad g ddlal 8 el el SV

:«\)AJ'!\

¢ ol CGgoym cam)m@ﬂ\ daidll Aot g dod o Y c‘)bjw Juily cdaibiand) Gl 2Y

Yoo A

Yéu



— =~

i
==
QD

e
e

AY YT (F) 22ed) (Y7) alaal) (( AeSne * dale * gl )) sl alal) Sl i) Al

e

References

1
2

w
1

4-

a1
1

(@]
1

\l
1

10-

The Holy Quran.

Semiotics: The Basics, Daniel Chandler, trans. Dr. Talal Wahba, Arab
Organization for Translation, Beirut, Lebanon, 2008.

The Role of Linguistic Semiotics in Interpreting Poetic Texts — The
Poetry of Al-Bardouni as a Model, Hayam Abdel Karim Abdel Majeed
Ali, Master's Thesis, University of Jordan, College of Graduate Studies,
2001.

Diwan Jamil Sidqgi al-Zahawi, Volume One, 2nd ed., Dar al-'Awda,
Beirut, Lebanon, 1979.

Narrative Semiotics, A.J. Greimas, trans. Abdel Majeed Nussi, The Arab
Cultural Center, Casablanca, Morocco, 2018.

Semiotics, or the Theory of Signs, Gérard Deledalle, trans. Abdel
Rahman Bouali, Dar al-Hiwar, Latakia, Syria, 2004.

Semiotics: Its Concepts and Applications, Said Benkrad, Dar al-Hiwar
for Publishing and Distribution, 3rd ed., Latakia, Syria, 2012.

The Semiotics of the Title in the Poetry of Khalil Mutran, Intisar Ahmed
Yaqgoub Youssef, Annual Journal, VVol. 2, No. 34, College of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Girls in Alexandria, 2018.

The Poetry of Ibn al-Zaggaq al-Balansi: A Semiotic Study, Asst. Prof.
Dr. Faiza Reda Shahin al-Azzawi, Al-Iragia University Journal, No. 57,
Part 2, December 2022.

The Poetry of the Mu'allagat: Blending Stylistics and Semiotics, Dr.
Saeed Mawfiqgi, Al-Zaman Iragi International Newspaper, No. 4110,
January 30, 2012.

Yiv

I
>

3}
Qp.l'g?

‘l

D

<&



N

=) Q#
\,(«"@ AY YT (T) 2aal) (YT) alaall (((AaSae * dgale * Ailiad ) aall aladl &) i) Alae Eﬁs

— = -~ ~
<

<

S

e

11-The Sign and Interpretation in Peirce's Thought, Karima Belkhamsa,
Semiotiques Journal, University of Bejaia, No. 1, Vol. 9, September
2019.

12- The Reader and the Text: From Semiotics to Hermeneutics, Siza Qassem,
Alam al-Fikr (World of Thought), Vol. 23, No. 3-4 (January/March), The
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, Kuwait, 1995.

13- Al-Kalam al-Manzoum (The Composed Word): The Diwan of Jamil
Sidgi al-Zahawi, collected, arranged, and published by Muhammad
Yusuf Najm, Al-Matba'ah al-Ahliyya, Beirut, 1327 AH - 1910 CE.

14-Lisan al-'Arab (The Tongue of the Arabs), Ibn Manzur, ed. Amin
Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab and Muhammad al-Sadiq al-Ubaidi, Entry
(SWM), Vol. 6, 3rd ed., Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-'Arabi - The Arab History
Foundation, Beirut, Lebanon, 1999.

15- Political Opposition in lIraq (1922-1930), Dr. Samir Abdul Rasul al-
Ubaidi, Annual Scientific Symposium: "Movements of Change in
Contemporary lraqi History”, Al-Mustansiriya Center for Arab and
International Studies, March 14, 2023.

16- Landmarks of General Semiotics: Its Foundations and Concepts, Abdel
Qadir Fahim al-Shibani, Arab Scientific Publishers, Inc. - Al-Ikhtilaf
Publications, Sidi Bel Abbés, Algeria, 2008.

17- Dictionary of Semiotics, Faisal al-Ahmar, Al-lkhtilaf Publications - Arab
Scientific Publishers, Inc., 1st ed., Algeria, 2010.

18- Dictionary of Authors, Umar Rida Kahhala, Al-Resalah Foundation,
Beirut, 1993.

19- Al-Zahawi and His Lost Diwan, Hilal Naji, Dar al-'Arab lil-Bustani,
Matba'at Nahdat Misr.

20- Iraqi Poetry: Its Aims and Characteristics in the Nineteenth Century,
Yusuf Izz al-Din, Baghdad, Matba'at al-Zahra.'

21- Semiotics: The Basics, Daniel Chandler, trans. Dr. Talal Wahba, Arab
Organization for Translation, Beirut, Lebanon, 2008.

YEA



