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The Silk Road between heritage and modernity
Assist. instructor. Ali Yassin Sameen al Bayati
Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The Silk Road is one of the greatest trade and Cultural Networks in
human history, as it was not just a corridor for the exchange of goods
between East and West, but it was a civilizational bridge through which
ideas, religions, arts and Sciences crossed
The modern Silk Road, despite being based on an ancient historical cultural
heritage, does not represent a direct extension of its traditional function, but
constitutes a new Re—employment in a global political and economic
framework, in which historical symbolism is used to strengthen regional and
international influence and balances.

Hence, the research addresses several questions, namely :
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How can the Silk Road be understood as a historical cultural heritage, and
what are the aspects of its investment and reproduction in contemporary
political and economic contexts

Does the modern Silk Road represent a real extension of its historical
function or a new political-economic re-employment

What are the similarities and differences between the traditional and
contemporary Silk Road

What are its implications for regional and international balances

Keywords: Silk Road, Cultural Exchange, Belt initiative.
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Conclusions:

The Silk Road, throughout its historical and contemporary course,
demonstrates that it was not merely a network of trade, but a space for
cultural and civilizational interaction among peoples. In the past, this route
facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and religions, becoming a symbol
of transcontinental human connection. In modern times, China has revived
this legacy through the Belt and Road Initiative, which seeks to build a
global economic and infrastructure system linking Asia with Europe and
Africa, opening new horizons for international cooperation. Thus, the Silk
Road embodies the unity of history and the future, where ancient heritage
meets modernity, affirming that communication and integration among
nations remain the optimal path to achieving shared development and world
peace.

1. The historical character of the Silk Road: The Silk Road has proven
throughout the ages that it was not just a trade corridor, but rather a space
for cultural, religious and intellectual exchange, which made it a major
factor in shaping civilizations and connecting peoples.
2. Contemporary transformation of the concept: In the modern era, China
has revived this legacy through the Belt and Road Initiative, which
represents a new formulation of the Silk Road, but focuses on infrastructure,
energy, and digitalization, in line with the requirements of the global
economy.
3. The geopolitical dimension: The initiative is not only economic, but also
carries political and strategic dimensions, as China seeks through it to
strengthen its global influence, present an alternative development model to
the Western model, and push towards a multipolar international system.
4. Integration between heritage and modernity: It appears that the old and
new Silk Roads share a basic goal, which is communication between
peoples, but its tools have changed. While the past depended on trade and
travel, the present depends on technology, energy, and digital infrastructure.
5. Challenges and opportunities: Although the initiative provides
opportunities for development and international cooperation, it also raises
concerns related to cybersecurity, economic dominance, and geopolitical
balance, making it a complex project that requires careful management of
international relations.
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