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The role of the quartet in the independence of Libya 1949-1951
historical study
Assistant instructor. Mona Ali Mohamed

General Directorate of education of Baghdad / Al-Karkh |
Abstract:

In 1948, a commission representing four countries (the United States,
Britain, the Soviet Union, and France) arrived in Libya. Its purpose was to
assess the opinions of the inhabitants of the three regions—Tripolitania,
Cyrenaica, and Fezzan—regarding whether these regions should remain
under the trusteeship of the Allied powers or seek independence. The
commission consulted with various parties, including notables, local leaders,
and others. However, the commission failed to gain the trust of the Libyan
people because it favored proposing a temporary trusteeship for Libya for a
period of ten years. This proposal was rejected by the Libyan population,
who sought extensive consultations and support from activists and patriots,
providing them with material and moral backing to achieve complete
independence for Libya.
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Conclusion

It is clear that the Quartet played a pivotal role in Libya's path to
independence during the period 1949-1951. It contributed to shifting the
Libyan issue from the framework of colonial control and international
conflict to a path of political resolution under the auspices of the United
Nations. The Quartet's intervention helped organize the transitional phase,
supported efforts to unify the three Libyan regions (Tripolitania, Cyrenaica,
and Fezzan), and laid the constitutional and administrative foundations for
the establishment of an independent Libyan state. Although the Quartet's
role was not without its influence from the interests of the major powers and
the balance of power during the Cold War, the results of its work culminated
in the declaration of Libyan independence on December 24, 1951, making it
the first country to gain its independence through the United Nations. Thus,
the Quartet Committee played a pivotal role in achieving Libyan
independence and marked a turning point in modern Libyan history,
profoundly shaping the features of the nascent Libyan state. The failure of
the Paris Conference was inevitable given the divergent approaches to the
fate of the Italian colonies. Each of these nations sought to advance its own
agenda in Libya. It became clear that every participant had their role
memorized: the Soviet Union aimed to promote its communist ideology and
interests in the region, while the Western powers had their sights set on
Libya's strategic location and preventing the Soviet Union from gaining
access to it.
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