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The Semantic Dimensions of Colors in the Poetry of Yusuf 111

Assist. instructor.Wuorood Hadi shaghit
College of education for girls / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

This study aims to explore the dimensions and meanings of colors in
the poetry of Yusuf Ill, the King of Granada in al-Andalus, through two
main perspectives: the psychological and the social. Colors occupied a
significant space in his poetic experience, as he employed them across
various poetic purposes, with the color red being the most frequently used.
The invocation of colors in his poetry was not merely ornamental; rather, it
reflected the very fabric of his poetic expression, embodied in his beloved,
his environment, his palaces, his chivalry, his wars, his pride, his status, his
state, and his kingship. Colors thus emerged as symbols and connotations
that contributed to creating artistic and poetic imagery rich in creativity.
Keywords: Yusuf Ill, color poetry, psychological connotations, social
connotations, symbolism.
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Conclusion:
Our most notable findings are as follows:
1 - Yusuf Il was renowned as a prince and then a courageous king and
authentic poet. His poems reveal his intense enthusiasm, lamentation,
longing, isolation, description, and pride. His sincere Andalusian spirit,
which expressed his true self, stood out. He sang the praises of his fathers
and forefathers and took pride in them. From the above, it can be noted that
color has an active presence in his poetry, space, and love, and he used it
aesthetically, and that the use of primary colors was varied.
2- The poet's use of colors for his purposes is not accidental but is closely
related to his era and his psyche, and each color has its own aesthetic
character derived from its beautiful environment.
3- The poet's use of primary colors in his aesthetic palette is red, white,
green, blue, yellow, brown, black, and purple...
4- Based on this, we have decided to list the colors used by the poet Yusuf
Il in all his poetic works, which appear in his poetic fabric according to
their frequency, as follows:

Red 21 times
White 12 times
Green and brown 7 times
Blue 6 times
Black 5 times

Yellow 4 times, and purple once.

5- The poet used the color red frequently in his poetry, dominating the other
colors, as it is a symbol of beauty and victory.

6- A single color does not have a single meaning, but rather several
meanings for several purposes.

7- He used red in wars, white in his pride in himself and his victories, green
in the beauty of his beloved because its deceptive appearance excites the
soul and inspires comfort, linking it to the nature of Andalusia, and blue in
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flirtation, mixing it with enthusiasm, influenced in this by the East. Yellow
signifies emaciation and laziness, brown embodies the description of the
spear, blue is sometimes mixed with intense enmity, and black and purple
signify the beauty of the beloved.
8- Colors formed a psychological and social dimension in the poetry of Abu
Yusuf I1I; the psychological aspect prevailed in the expression of his
feelings, especially with the color red, while the social dimension came to a
lesser extent according to his poetic needs and purposes.
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