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Transformations of the Heritage lime Unit in the City of Baghdad
The researcher . Dunia Nasir Tariq
College of Engineering / University of Baghdad
Assistant Prof. Dr. Sajida Kazim al-Kindi
College of Engineering / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The heritage lime unit in Baghdad is one of the main components of the
city's heritage urban fabric. It is characterized by a set of characteristics at
the urban levels that are consistent with the nature of the local community.
However, due to modern changes, these planning and urban characteristics
have undergone several transformations.

This research paper discusses the transformations of the heritage lime unit in
Baghdad in particular, as it is one of the main components of the heritage
urban fabric. Therefore, the specific research problem arises from the
limited number of local studies that have addressed these transformations at
the urban levels. The current research aims to shed light on the planning
aspects of the transformations of the heritage lime unit, evaluate the impact
of these transformations on the contemporary urban fabric, and highlight the
need to rediscover the principles of the heritage lime unit and reactivate
these principles within the contemporary urban fabric of Baghdad. In light
of the urban expansion of contemporary cities, including Baghdad, as a
result of modern changes, there has become a clear gap between the
principles of the heritage lime unit and the contemporary urban fabric. This
requires adopting the basic heritage planning values to keep pace with
modern changes and provide a cultural identity for the contemporary city, in
addition to meeting environmental requirements. To achieve its goal, the
research relied on the main hypothesis that the employment of heritage
urban values within the contemporary urban fabric has had an impact on

revitalizing the spatial identity of the contemporary urban environment.
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Keywords: Heritage urban fabric, urban level, transformations of the
heritage lime unit.
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Conclusions:

The planning and urban principles of the heritage lime unit are an effective
basis from which inspiration can be drawn and applied within the lime unit
of the contemporary city.

The analysis of the transformations of the heritage lime unit in Baghdad
reveals that the previous heritage unit possessed integrated urban
characteristics that formed a suitable living environment in terms of
providing privacy and climate sustainability. These transformations had a
negative impact by weakening the cohesion of the lime unit components.
The heritage lime unit has undergone several transformations since the
nineteenth century, arriving at the contemporary fabric of contemporary
housing projects after the mid-twentieth century.

Contemporary housing projects lacked the integration of the planning
heritage values of the lime unit, such as the gradual transition from public to
private and self-enclosure.

Reinventing local identity through the application of the planning and urban
principles of sustainable lime unit enhances the sense of identity and
belonging that has declined due to urban expansion and modern changes.
The necessity of adopting a sustainable approach inspired by the heritage
lime unit in applying planning and urban principles with the aim of meeting
the needs of occupants and resisting harsh climatic conditions.
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