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The role of the Arabs in the development of geography
Dr. Instructor : Tafawul Abdul Latif Jassim Al-Samarrai
General Directorate of Salah al-Din education / Samara Education
Department
Abstract:

The development of the science of geography was linked to the
emergence of Islam. The need to know the methods of Hajj after it became
obligatory for every Muslim man and woman capable of performing it and
people headed to Mecca from far and remote places. This matter contributed
greatly to its development, especially after the Islamic conquests in which
Muslims needed to know all The roads leading to countries and regions, and
knowing their directions and dangers to expand the area of the Arab Islamic
state and spread Islam to the furthest points of the earth. These conquests
also helped the Muslim Arabs to know many sciences that were linked to
geography, including astronomy and astrology, and this science developed
very significantly. In successive Islamic eras, as in the Umayyad and
Abbasid eras, the latter was one of the most important Islamic eras in the
development of this important science.
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Conclusion :

1-the science of geography is one of the important Sciences that the Arabs
knew in pre-Islamic times, although that knowledge was limited and they
did not know it as an independent science in itself; but the nature of their
life imposed some of that knowledge on them.

2-the development of this science began with the Islamic conquests
movement at an advanced time, considering the urgent need for
geographical knowledge of open territories and Egypt and its importance for
the movement of Islamic armies, and the movement of Muslims to them.
3-the translation movement had a great impact on the development of
geography, as many books related to it were translated from Greek, Latin
and Persian.

4-the contributions of Muslim scientists in this field and progress in it
significantly, especially in the Abbasid era, when many scientists,
geographers and even travelers appeared who were traveling and roaming
the earth to give an accurate description of the places they visit.

5-many sciences are related to geography, such as astronomy and history, so
most scientists combine several Sciences and connect them with each other.
6-the geographical discoveries made by the Muslim Arabs and the accurate
description of their field surveys and studies that they presented to
humanity, which were crystallized in their various writings.
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