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Iragi Saudi neutrality Study in historical geography
Ph.dr.salar ali khidher
Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Neutral Zone, which was located in southern Iraq, is a desert land called in

political term of the (Frontiers), has been on the maps for (60) years, until it

was agreed between Iraq and Saudi Arabia to divide it evenly, where the
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northern section became part of Iraq and the southern section became part
of Saudi Arabia.

The aim of the research is to focus on this area in terms of the treaties that
led to its formation in 1922 and the treaties that led to its division in 1975
and 1981. The research also dealt with the geographical characteristics of
the region in terms of landform, wells and climate. The research also dealt

with the findings of the division of the territory between the two countries.
Key words: borders, deserts, treaties.
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Conclusions:
The research reached a number of conclusions:
1. Neutrality zone between Iraq and Saudi Arabia is a kind of desert border
that was present in the maps for (60) years from 1922 until 1981.
2. The area of neutrality in southern Iraq is characterized by a large area

(7044) km 2, which is more than the size of each of the provinces

(Baghdad — Dohuk — Karbala - Babylon).

1




AV ¥e (£4) amd AaSaa cdgale dplad  ul) alal) LAY Al

3. The importance of neutrality lies in the spread of water wells, which
according to the maps drawn for the years 1959 and 1960 (22) wells, after
the division process wells were distributed equally between the two
countries, where the share of Iraq (11) water wells, and Saudi Arabia (11)
wells.

4. In 1981, the territory of the neutrality zone was divided evenly, with the
northern part of the area becoming part of Irag, and the southern part of
Saudi Arabia.

5. In terms of surface, neutrality consists of two aspects, desert stone land
and includes the northwestern section of neutrality and covers (16.2%),
while the second category is desert land sand and gravel and covers more
than three quarters of the neutrality area (83.8 %).

6. In terms of altitudes, the height of the land in neutrality, where it is noted
that the land with a height of (300) meters covers a large area of neutrality
of (72.2%), which is equivalent to almost three quarters of neutrality, while
the land with a height of (200) meters (27.8%) only about a quarter of
neutrality.

Recommendations:

1. The research demands for a peaceful political solution between Iraq and
Saudi Arabia to the neutral zone to be an example to solve other border
problems.

2. Conduct a study on the changes in the Iragi—Jordanian border,
specifically the border area near Jabal Anza.

3. Encouraging graduate students in the geographic departments to write
letters and theses on the subject of geographical changes in the Iragi border
with neighboring countries.

4. Attention to the subject of historical geography of Iraq, and taught in the

four stages of university.
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