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The Holy Quran and the problem of Western reading
For a critical study
To some western curricula

PhD. Sedeeq Bakr Mahmood
Samarra University / College of Islamic Sciences
:Abstract

A critical movement has emerged about the Bible, with its Old and New
Testaments, whose aim is to study its material, a scientific study that
reveals the truth of its texts and defines their meanings. Some Western
scholars (who belong to the Orientalist school) have deliberately
employed these Western philosophical theories and methods and applied
them to the religious text, in order to reach similar results. Each of them
practiced procedural steps inspired by modernist and postmodern critical
doctrines. Critical approaches varied and differed from a philological
analysis to a fossil deconstructive analysis to a psychological analysis ...
etc. However, most of these readings remain defective in their
examination and criticism of the issues of the Noble Qur’an and the Arab
and Islamic heritage, and their failure does not always stem from the
cognitive capabilities of these curricula, but rather because of belief
backgrounds based on foundations different from the spirit of the Islamic
religion.

In the course of the research, the researcher is going to highlight two
models of the curricula of each knowledge system, and how to employ
them in their critical analysis of the Holy Qur’an and Islamic heritage, as
it constitutes the identity and privacy of Arab societies in general.

Key words: linguistic and idiomatic use of the curriculum.
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Conclusion and results:

In this study, the researcher tried to present the most important
orientalist approaches to Islam, revelation and the Qur’an. Through the
research, the researcher reached several results and recommendations,
which he highlights as follows:

First: The most important results:

1. In the orientalists ’readings of the Noble Qur’an there is an
insignificant amount of prejudice stemming from the application of
the philological method in reading its texts, and the return of the
concepts of the Islamic text to their foreign origins. It is a prejudice to
which orientalists such R. Blachere fell. However, the problem lies in
the attribution of this word to a language without another, and this
evaluation was based on non-Islamic sources from Hebrew, Aramaic,
Ethiopian ... etc., that is, by moving the text from the documentary
stage to the archeological stage (related to archeology). This theory
has made the Arab sources parallel to non-Arabic texts in the field of
skepticism and criticism of the text, as the non-Arab sources were
dialectical Christian religious books, and therefore they were biased
and not objective, as they mention whoever they want and exclude
whoever they want.
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2. One of the results that can be reached by applying such approaches —
as the psychological approach — to the Qur’an text is the claim that
the Qur’an’s chapters are incoherent units, and that its verses are an
incoherent mixture. It is noticed here that the Orientalists deal with
mental and objective possibilities and hypotheses in the field of the
history of verses and suras as definite facts. Therefore, the researcher
finds, in addition to the contradiction of what they have reached with
the Islamic narratives and with what the Muslim scholars have
reached, that there is a contradiction between the studies of the
Orientalists themselves, and this reflects the sterility of what they
adopted and its nullity in order to determine the order of the descent
of surah.

Second: Recommendations:

1- The necessity to expand the study of Western curricula in Qur’anic
studies to know what is useful and its use.

2- The necessity of paying attention to ancient and modern Arab
studies in the field of Qur’anic studies, and knowing what is useful
thereof and activating it.
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