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The morphological tense for modernists
prof.Dr. Sajida Mizban Hassan
faculty of education(lbn Rushd) of humanities
dr_sajedamzpanhassn@yahoo.com

Abstract

Modern linguistic theories have given the researchers some real
opportunities to find out important linguistic phenomena that
have been neglected by the traditionalists, like the tense. So
what makes the modern linguistic studies so special is their
focus on studying the tense of the verb, its uses, and
differentiate between the morphological tense (that has been
divided by the traditionalists into past , present and future) and
the syntactic tense (its function in sentences and its contextual
indications).

It is suggested that the verb- tense relation is much wider
than the three tenses, and the researchers should take into
consideration the structures, tools and the linguistic pairs in
studying sentences.

Since tense for modernists needs to be discussed, this paper
is tackling that task for Generatives and for (Abd Al majeed
Jahfa) becase he is one of the pioneers of that school.

key words : tense , morphological , Abd Al majeed Jahfa.
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Conclusions:
After tackling tense for transformation generative school, the

researcher is ready to present these conclusions:

. In general, descriptive studies have examined each language

on its own, studied the aspect of tense, and defending Arabic
language (which was one of the descriptive school’s
characteristics). But orientalists and modernists have
suggested that descriptive studies are insufficient concerning
the aspect of tense, so the descriptive school tried to prove

the division that was already suggested by the linguists.

. Tense studies for Abd Al majeed Jahfa have focused on the

verb phrase (a large part of his book is about that), and
neglected tense in the noun phrase (he only refers to noun

phrase tense without enough explanation).

. The issues of (perfect and imperfect) are very influential to

determine the tense. These issues are morphologically parallel
to (fa’al- yafa’l), Jahfa calls them (resultative and non
resultative) since they indicate whether the action is completed
or not, and they are the base of the researcher’s points of
view concerning tense in sentences and the completed tense

links.
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¢. To understand tense, there are three main concepts: the first is to
know the path of the tense (that depends on the time of
pronouncing and producing words). The second concept is about
the time of referral or what the words refer to). The third one is
about the time of completing the action. These concepts could help
to trace tense structures and their times.

o. Abd Al majeed Jahfa agrees with Al Fahry’s points of view and
uses Al Fahry’s judgments to prove his ideas. Jahfa doesn’t show
any disagreement with Al Fahry, so it is possible to say that
Jahfa’s book is a developed copy of Al Fahry’s; but after all,
Jahfa’s opinions concerning tense are very special and valuable.

1. Studying tense is very related to the side of time’s expressions.
Jahfa suggests that we cannot separate them because over years
Arabic has associated with that side, and that what makes other
studies avoid any deep examining for tense. The other studies
have neglected the fact that tense and the side of time’s
expressions are very related and derived from the same basic
structures.

Y. in Jahfa’s first book (dalalat al zaman fi al Arabia— derasat al
nasaq al zamani lil afa’al), he explains tense, its deatails and
properties, while in his second book (madkhal ela al dalala al
hadeetha), he doesn’t go deeply in the aspect of tense, instead he
discusses tense plainly, its relation to the vacancy and the

indications of the tense articles.
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