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Philosophy of civilization
Assistant prof. Dr. Anmar Nazar Abdulatif Al-Hadithy
College of education for human studies
University of Baghdad
Abstract:

One of the bases of civilization is architecture; the
philosophy of applying architecture on the ground is considered
the base of it's growth. Yemen had an important role in building
a civilization of i, it's main features were decided by two factors.
The first is water and the ability to provide it by building
irrigation facilities like dams, canals and small irrigation ducts.
The second is architecture all this system to write a wonderful
civilized philosophy, its outcome was a distinguished civilized
role which lasted long era in the history of old Yemen, that a lot
of its features are still standing and proving the greatness of
Yemen civilization and the depth of its philosophy.

Key words: Philosophy, Civilization, Facilities, Fort,

Palaces, al-Hamdani, Mahafid.
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Conclusion:

Reconstruction is the son of man, and the narrations about
urbanization in Yemen reveal the identity of the people who
inhabited Yemen in ancient times, and they are (kings,
slanderers, and afflictions), and an examination of the names of
these three segments suggests that the contractor was the
guiding leaders, followed by the adversaries, and most likely
their residence In the capital, evidence of stripping their names
from their titles directly, while the abusers were the executors,
evidence of their names being linked to geographical locations
and palaces. Al-Hamdani’s narrations and language have not
been carefully studied, and there are no excavations that
support the information mentioned. Here | refer to some of this
information that was received briefly:

First — Al-Hamdani described Hadhramaut as the smaller part of
Yemen , and passed through Shabwa and called it a city, but he
described three cities as great cities, without mentioning the
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elements of their greatness, and the three cities are located in
Hadhramaut, which are the cities of Tris, Hoora, and Tarim, the
place of kings from Bani Amr ibn Muawiyah. This description
determines Hamdani's historical awareness of Islam, as he does
not know anything about the Kingdom of Hadramawt and its
capital, Shabwa.
Second - Dhofar mentioned donkeys and introduced them to
the Yahseb field, and if he did not describe Raydan Palace as
the palace of the kingdom, we would not know that Dhofar is the
capital Third — He referred in two places to the Kingdom Palace,
Raydan Palace, and Yarq Al-Kabeer Palace, without mentioning
the name of the kingdom.
Fourth: He mentioned Mu’in and Baragish and described them
as being Mahafid. And Naat mentioned that it is the site of
twenty palaces. While we know what these names mean, they
are capitals of kingdoms.

This information reflects the level of awareness that reached
Al-Hamdani, so he thankfully wrote it down, brief, but it reflects
an image that has disappeared from memory. The one who

browses the book of the description stands with great care to
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point out to the past expressed by the terms (ordinary) meaning
old, and (unknown) meaning outside knowledge.

The Yemenis termed the locations of the architectural facilities
they built (isolation, village, desertion, city), and in order to
determine the criteria for distinguishing between these locations,
we need a detailed study of each location, which is a difficult
process, on this basis it was dealt with in an abstract way. They
called the architectural facilities the terms (palace, Mahfad,
fortress, castle, factory), and the main feature in them is that
they are overlapping, meaning that the origin bears all or some
of these terms, it is a palace, a Mahfad, a fortress and a castle,
which lost the possibility of knowing the function of the origin
accurately, despite The narrations were keen to clarify the link
of the origin to a specific geographical location (a mountain, a
valley, or a desert), with reference to the potential of the location
(water in particular), its climatic advantages and its links to the
environment around it (roads).

The urban planning in Yemen was affected by the geographical
environment factor, (the shape of the Iand) in particular. The

complex and sharp rocky nature of the Yemeni land dictated the
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determination of the size of the stability centers in proportion to
the ease of use and the efficiency of its capabilities. For this
reason, the planner prevailed in the character of limitations, so
the urbanization seemed to be scattered, but it was. In fact, the
city is scattered open villages that serve fortified palaces with
walls or in an artistic style in directing the houses to have their
backs turned outward and their doors inward, in imitation of the
winding mountain peaks.

It was also affected by the materials used in architecture, so
stone dominated it, because of the strength and durability of the
building, and the provision of new land for agriculture, and so far
the process of breaking rocks can be seen. The use of rocks
has developed in various forms, but the most important
development has been the refinement of stones, and the
Yemeni man is still in a leading position in this field. Tasteful
sensitivity to refinement developed wonderfully when it was
accompanied by decoration, and then colouring.

The researcher came out with a fundamental observation that
fixing the distribution of palaces according to the ratio gives an

idea of the levels of development of the ancient Yemeni states
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that were hidden by Al-Hamdani’s methodology in presenting
the terrain shape of Yemen, and the combination between this
methodology and the form that social conditions became after
the collapse of the Himyarite state, with the change brought
about by Islam In the legal structure of property, which is
reflected in the social and economic situation. Deepening the
research in these aspects certainly allows shedding new lights
on the infrastructure of civilized development, and on the ancient
social history in Yemen.

It is necessary to refer to the effort made by linguists in
clarifying the significance of the term (singular language),
although it was insufficient to provide assistance in defining the
functions of architectural facilities, and the criteria that imposed

the multiplicity of terms and their overlap at the same time.
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