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For pharmacies and drug preparation in Arab miniatures

Prof.Dr. Saadi Ibrahim Al Daraji

Center for the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage

University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The study of manuscripts that related to medicine and
pharmacology is of interest to the study of the history of science.,
it illustrates aspects of the practice of doctors and pharmacists, the
status of patients, and the types of drugs. It also contributes to
know the form of pharmacies approved in the Middle Ages and
the treatments they contained. Not only that, mentioned in
pictures reveal to us the method of cooking the medicine and how
to prepare it from its plant and animal sources, the shape of the
vials used in preserving it and the method of distributing it on the
shelves in the pharmacy.

The pictures that decorated some Arabic manuscripts shed light
on the methods used in collecting medicinal plants approved for
the manufacture of drugs, examining them, weighing, distilling
and classifying them, and the tools used in their preparation. It
showed the details of some plants, whether they were leaves,
fruits, seeds, stems or roots. The pictures may have contributed to
the knowledge of the clothes of doctors and pharmacists in the
Abbasid era.

Keywords: miniatures, pharmacies, medicine.
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Conclusion:

The images adopted in this paper revealed the existence of
great potentials in the Arab scientific heritage to know the
preparation of medicine from medicinal herbs useful in treating
both humans and animals, and the preparation of useful
pesticides in combating harmful pests, as this science can be
employed in the laboratories of our universities and research
institutions to benefit from it in our contemporary life.

Pictures in Arab miniatures revealed the nature of the
pharmacies that were spread in Baghdad's markets and
neighborhoods, or those that were attached to the healing homes.
And her image is not much different from what it is nowadays.
Most of them are equipped with shelves hanging on the walls,
and these shelves are divided into sections, each section of
which was most likely for a specific medicine. All kinds of
medicines, whether they are powders, liquid or soft drinks in the
form of paint, are kept in well-glazed pottery containers or in
glass bottles.

The miniatures also guided us to the method of cooking and
preparing medicine in large pots that we see always resting on
stoves from the fire. Nearby a person with a pickaxe or stick is
working to move the liquids inside. Of course, the preparation of
the drug should be under the supervision and guidance of the
pharmacist or doctor, and most likely to cook it with the help of
the sommelier, who also has the task of giving each of the
patients in the hospital the medicine that the doctor decided for
him and established it in his constitution.
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