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The problem of state and society according to al-Farabi

Dr. teacher. Mazen Qassem Mohalhal
Center for the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage/ University of Baghdad

Abstract:

This study aimed to research the problematic of state and society
according to Al-Farabi, or what he called "civil science” or "civil
politics", including the subject of political and social philosophy. The
research concluded that Al-Farabi’s political philosophy constitutes an
important and original part of his general philosophy, and that his
theoretical political views permeated the folds of this philosophy and
imposed two remarkable presence and consolidation. On the other
hand, Al-Farabi did not want to separate the social aspect from the
civil state’s policy from the rest of the branches of his philosophy, due
to his belief in the unity of the human mind. It also has great
significance regarding the construction of Al-Farabi and his founding
of the principles of the state and society. In light of this, | decided the
title of my research tagged (The Problem of State and Society for Al-
Farabi).

Keywords: (problematic - state - al-Farabi)
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Conclusion

It seems that al-Farabi’s political thought associated with the
state and society is immersed in religion, deriving its origins and
extensions from it. The virtuous city is one, and other cities may
be in error and ignorance. ...this virtuous city is the one that seeks
true happiness that can only be attained through the facts that

come from the first intellect, i.e. God, and that only a prophet or
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philosopher can preside over it. The method of their connection
with the active mind is different, but it remains dependent on
religion as well.

Al-Farabi did not limit the presidency of his virtuous city to the
wise, as Plato did before, because he was besieged by a historical
legacy embodied by the Islamic state, as its broad features were
planned since the era of prophecy, and as it continued until the
limits of his time, so he could not but involve the Prophet in
managing public affairs Therefore, the limits of the Prophet’s
authority go beyond what is religious to what is political, and
since the time of prophecy has ended, it is necessary to find a
successor to the Prophet, who is the Wise, in the singular or
plural. This can only be achieved by passing through an analysis
of the reality of society and their living conditions.
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