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Leadership in the Islamic perspective

prof.Dr. Anas Essam Ismail
Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

There are many studies regarding the topic of ‘leadership’ in modern era,
especially the studies of the west and the Muslims who followed them in our
Arab countries. These studies rely on the modern western theories, they deal
with topics like the difference between administration and leadership, the
features, factors, and pillars of leadership and so on. We as Muslims, look
upon these studies as if they are discovering everything new, but if we look
back into our Islamic history, we will find everything the west has written
about leadership was practiced and done by the Prophet Muhammad (Peace
be upon him) and his rightly guided Caliphs (successors) after him. Except
that the Caliphs didn’t study any terminology of leadership, nor did they
know its science and knowledge as there is nowadays, nor did they
participate in a developing course of leadership; they only learnt the
leadership directly from the Prophet Mohmmad and the Quran.

We here in this paper put the light on leadership from Muslim perspective.
Whilst leadership in the modern schools aims at achieving goals whether
they were military, financial, scientific, or other goals; from the Muslim
perspective, leadership aims to achieve the same goals but with taking into
account the high and decent values which God wants from his worshippers.
Whenever we see any kind of leadership in modern terminology, we find
that it was applied by the first generation of Caliphs or the military leaders
during that blessed era. And if we look deeper in our Islamic heritage, we
will find more examples of leadership that modern scholars might need in
our modern time. And we would provide them with what they might missed
in their studies. By minimum account, we find every theory presented by
western scholars regarding leadership, was preceded by our great
grandfathers.

Key words: Administration, leadership, perspective
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Conclusion:

After this quick tour between the modern notions of leadership and the
leadership notions in our Islamic legacy we found numerous characteristics
pertain to leadership and the extent of influence of the leader on his
followers and subjects. The Prophet Mohamad is always our leader and the
example from whom we learn lessons after lessons concerning leadership. It
is not enough to write merely a paper about Mohammad’s (PBUH)
leadership examples, but it requires dedicated research that puts the modern
concept of leadership in the frame of Islamic ideology. This is the effort of a
negligent and what time allowed me to pick some of the leadership
examples of the Messenger (PBUH) and his great successors. We can
specify the conclusions of the paper as follows:
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The Muslims dependence on the western theories of leadership made a huge
defect in leadership concept in the minds of Muslim leaders, so they swung
between the required perfection and the possible reality which led to the
emersion of nominally and substantively ineligible leaders.

. We can conclude that deciding the efficiency of a leader is done within the

frames of the missions that he is doing and the goals he is trying to achieve.
The success of a leader is determined by his ability to achieve his goals
through the optimal use of human and material resources. The remarkable
performance is done through remarkable organization structures, simple
administration procedures and clear legislations, systems, laws, and
regulations. And most importantly is the disciplined organizational
behavior, which starts from the top leader at the top of the pyramid to the
lowest person at the bottom of the organization.

Recommendations:

. Getting rid of western thinking patterns in leading of people.
. Creating and training leaders through practical educational programs which

is necessary in the current status of the Muslim nation today in order to get
out of regression, fear and hunger. Why there won’t be schools for leaders
where they will get leadership art, science, ethics and essentials.

. Getting rid of personal interests and desires — and so on — and be just and

use Shura (consultation) when selecting the suitable leader and put him in a
suitable position.

. adopting a well-known periodic program to advise leaders and rulers who

are satisfied with it while implementing the required jurisprudence of
advising, as it is better to return to the truth than to persist in falsehood.
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