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Peaceful coexistence in Islam between theory and application
The era of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) by Al-Ashtar Al-
Nakhai / as a model

Asst. Prof.Dr. Zainab Kamil
University of Baghdad / Heritage Revival Center

Abstract:

Peaceful coexistence is not seen as a new topic of secretions
of modern civilization, a requirement to solve the problems of
our era or one of the indications of urgent immediate needs,
rather, tolerance is considered basis for building a state.
Therefore, we can touch on the principles and basics of tolerance
in the Holy Qur’an, the speeches of the Messenger (may God
bless him and grant him peace) and his hadiths, and the principle
of brotherhood that he established. The Messenger and his
practice in Medina are nothing but a form of tolerance and a
practical application that he adopted as the first building block
for building and establishing a state, thus, there would be no state
without it. This society was a point and a milestone from which
the greatest Prophet set out to establish this new community.
When searching the honourable life of the Messenger, we would
find many events that represent bright lights. An example of this
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Is when he says (and I swear to God that if Fatimah, the daughter
of Muhammad, stole, | would have cut off her hand) Narrated by
Al-Bukhari 3475 and Muslim 1688.

Therefore, researching the reality of coexistence in Islam and its
effectiveness is a necessity in order to remove the distortions that
occurred in periods of Islamic eras that branded Islam as a
religion of extremism and violence and to prove that it is a
religion of tolerance and justice with one of its most important
principles being the acceptance of one another.

If we look at the experience of Imam Ali (peace be upon him),
we find that he established the principle of tolerance as a basis
for peaceful coexistence in the reality of social life. He not only
called for it but rather also acted upon it. The Imam did not only
talk theoretically in his sermons about rights, justice and duties,
but rather he spoke about them practically and applied them, and
he began by himself as representing the authority until the
principles are realized and take their course.

In order to clarify the concept of coexistence in the thought of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him), we will outline this research in
accordance with “the era of Imam Ali by Malik Al-Ashtar”
which is tantamount to the official constitution in tolerance and
peaceful coexistence. All people of different races and sects fall
under it, as he classified them into two general categories, and he
said, (They are of two types: either your brother in religion, or
your equal in creation) Except that he is human.

Key words: Coexistence, Acceptance and the Era of the Rule of
Imam Ali (pbuh)
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Conclusion:
the most important results of the research:
Peaceful coexistence is a virtue that carries a moral concept such as mercy,
pardon, forgiveness, patience, politeness, moral courtesy, tolerance,
benevolence, compassion, and pity.
The Imam (peace be upon him) warned of a dangerous disease that might
afflict the ruler and prevent him from reaching the achievement of
coexistence and thus the realization of the higher values that frame the
society. (And if what you are in your authority creates pomp or fancy, look
at the greatness of God's kingdom over you and his power over you over
what you can't do with your soul, for that will reassure you of your ambition
and stop you from your alienation, and will give you what your intellect has
left you. By him in his might, God humiliates and insults every deceiver.)
This text carries two concepts at the same time: an outward concept, which
is the scourge of tyranny and tyranny that we have referred to, and an

inward concept carried by the secrets of the text, namely, the concept of
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humility, humility to people (the subjects) first, and humility to God first
and last, and humility prevents Arrogance, self-intrusion, arrogance, brings
people closer to the ruler, achieves love and coexistence, and spreads peace.
To achieve fair coexistence, the ruler must be fair to his subjects, and
fairness is a power that sharpens the soul and distances it from desires, and
if he does not do that, he will fall into the circle of injustice and aggression.
God was his adversary to the exclusion of his servants, and whoever
disputed with him, God refuted his argument and had a war until he
withdraws and repents).

1- The ruler must start with himself before the people, in order to be an
example to follow

2- Emphasis on the inner circle of the ruler, his family, and their special
names, and considering them to be among the common people, so there is
no discrimination or privileges for them, and this principle was established
by the Messenger of God (PBUH) in his honorable life. ) Narrated by Al-
Bukhari 3475 and Muslim, everyone is equal before the law, regardless of
their denomination or sect, or their proximity or distance from the ruler.

One of the most important things that the imam referred to was his division
of people into classes and classes in order to facilitate dealing with each
class and class in proportion to this class and its social, intellectual and
cultural beliefs and the conditions in which it lives.

This is exactly what Imam Ali (peace be upon him) did when he sent Malik
al-Ashtar and his governor to Egypt, when he wrote a covenant for him in
which he regulates all matters between the ruler and the subjects and
between the subjects themselves - so his covenant, peace be upon him, was
at the summit of coexistence and tolerance, whether in the distribution of
duties, the preservation of rights and the guarantee of freedoms or in
Determining the groups of society and how to deal with each class and class
to be a successful state. Therefore, tolerance is an urgent necessity and a
moral and human value because people by nature differ and differ in their
religious, intellectual, social and cultural views. For coexistence among
themselves, appropriate formulas must be found for the possibility of
coexistence away from the spirit of intolerance and exclusion.
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