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The care of the Ayyubids for science and scholars in Egypt and the
Levant (567-648 Ah/1171-1250 ad)

Assistant teacher. Zeina Abdul Kazem Dawi
University President's Office / University Museum Unit
Abstract:

The Ayyub era witnessed a popular for science, knowledge
and became the Ayyub state in its various regions a scientific beacon:
despite their preoccupation with wars with the Crusaders now that did
not discourage them from their care for science and scientists¢< and this
scientific renaissance had many factors¢< foremost of which are the
tendencies of the sultans and Ayyub Kings to pay attention to science
and its care« through their establishment of the role of science« as they
did not stop there« but deliberately to secure the sustainability and
continuity of those institutions< and this is evident from the large
number of endowments that they stopped on those Institutions to
provide everything you need.

The Ayyub Khatunat were not isolated from this scientific care they
began to establish many schools and stopped them a lot of
endowments as some of them understand in religion and the novel and
found among them modernizers and turned their role into a kiss for
science« such as Set Al-Sham and guest Khatun« and the infallibility
of religion sociable ... Etc.

Princes« ministers and jurists also had contributions to scientific and
cultural life« which enriched them in many fieldsc so we see them
sometimes building schools and at other times sitting scientists and
creating their morals< but many of them excelled in the literary fields
of Clamor Al-Muzaffar Tagi Al-Din Omar and the virtuous judge
Abdul Rahim bin Ali Al-Baysani.

The Ayyub period was characterized as an era of revival of Islamic and
Arab thought and culturec which led to the migration of scholars to
contribute to the scientific renaissance in Egypt and the Levant. All areas of
literary life and various sciences and knowledge such as poetry:« religious«
historical< medical« astronomical sciences flourished in it... Etc.

Keywords : Care , Ayyubids, Khatun, King, Scholars, Egypt, Levant
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Conclusion
The interest science, education and spending on educational

Institutions was a prominent characteristic in the prosperous
Islamic eras, and the Ayyubid state in Egypt was one of the
Islamic countries that paid attention to education, and the
evidence for this is the large number of schools that were
established in the Ayyubid era, such as the Al-Salihah and Al-
Qamhiyya School that were established by Al-Nasir Salah al-
Din and his successors as well His son, Al-Nasir Dawood, and
he was known for his penchant for science and philosophy, and
for his sponsorship of the scientific movement in Damascus,
and then in the city of Karak, to which he moved later, and the
same was the case with the rest of the sultans.

It became clear to us that the Ayyubid sultans cared about
science and scholars and supported the educational process by
spending huge amounts of money in establishing science houses
and taking care of teachers and students. It exceeds two hundred
thousand dinars, and it may have been three hundred thousand
dinars. The matter was not limited to Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi,
but rather to most of the Ayyubid sultans

Through the study, the subject of the research, it became clear
to us that the interest of the Ayyubids in science and scholars
was not limited to the sultans and princes, but it exceeded it to
include the Khatuns of the Ayyubid House as well, as they had
a major role in the establishment of many schools, such as the
Damascene Al-Barani and Al-Jawani School, which was
established by Sitt Al-Sham, Fatima Khatoun, daughter of
Prince Najm Al-Din Ayoub And the Adhrawi School, which

was established by Sitt Azra bint Nur al-Dawla, Shahanshah bin
you
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Ayyub, and the Firdaws School, which was established by
Deifah Khatun, daughter of al-Malik al-Adil Saif al-Din Abi
Bakr Muhammad...etc.

It became clear to us that the care of the Ayyubids for
knowledge and scholars was not limited to the sultans, kings
and khatuns. Rather, the princes, jurists and merchants had a
role in enriching the scientific and cultural life, such as Prince
Taqi al-Din, who built the school of piety, and the merchant lbn
al-Arsafi, who also built a school and for whom it was named.
The Ayyubid era was characterized as an era of revival of
Islamic and Arab thought and culture, as it was an era of
political revival, due to several external and internal factors. As
for the external factors, they are summarized in the Tatar
invasion that destroyed the scientific and cultural heritage that
characterized the Islamic cities in the countries of the East,
especially Baghdad This led to the migration of scholars who
survived with their lives to Egypt and the Levant to contribute
to the coming scientific renaissance. The internal factors
centered on Bani Ayyub's interest in writers and scholars,
encouraging them, and giving them the high status that befits
them.

This prosperity pervaded all areas of literary life, including
prose, poetry, religious sciences, linguistics, medical
astronomical...etc.
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4. Al-Hamwi« Shihab al-Din Abi Abdullah Yaqut bin Abdullah al-
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23. Kurd¢ Muhammad Ali< Al-Sham Plans¢ 2nd Edition< (Damascus:
1962)¢ Part 4

Arabized foreign references

24. Ernest Parker< The Crusades« translating it into Arabic: Al-Sayyid
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25. Crosset« Rene« The Epic of the Crusades: reviewed and presented by:
Ibrahim Beydoun:« 1st edition« (Beirutc Dar Al-Hadi< 2007).

26. Metz¢ Adame« Arab-Islamic Civilization in the Fourth Century AH:«
Transferring it to Arabic: Muhammad Abd al-Hadi Abu Raida¢ 4th
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